
by Fidelis

“...At the heart of our relationship is
the golden circle of the Crown which
links us all together with the majestic
past that takes us back to the Tudors, the
Plantagenets, the Magna Carta, habeas
corpus, petition of rights, and
English common law. .all those
massive stepping stones which
the people of the British race
shaped and forged to the joy,
and peace, and glory of
mankind.

“...much of what Canada is
today we can trace to our ori-
gins as a colony of the British
Empire. Now I know it’s un -
fashionable to refer to colo-
nialism in anything other
than negative terms. And cer-
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STOP PRESS:
LETTERS OF CREDENCE
At press time CMN learned that,
thanks to the Prime Minister’s per-
sonal intervention (in the teeth of
predictable opposition from federal
bureaucrats), the Letters of Credence
issue was about to be resolved to
monarchists’ complete satisfaction;
but Her Majesty was reluctant to
envision con stant changes in different
successive administrations with the
risk of the issue becoming a political
football.

by Fidelis

The arrival of Michaëlle
Jean & Jean-Daniel Lafond
at Rideau Hall was the cul-
mination of an
unprecedented scru tiny of
the Gov er nor General-des-
ignate’s suitability and
political be liefs, ironically
leading to one of the most
spirited and dramatic
Installation ceremonies in
the history of Canada. Having given a
speech that day which won over many of
her detractors, the Governor General set
out with the good wishes and optimistic
hopes as she began her years at Gov ern -
ment House. What has followed in the
first eighteen months has been unusual
and unpredictable, resulting in a wide
variety of assessments and opinions
about just what is going on at Rideau
Hall, while at the same time raising
many concerns about what the future
holds both for the role and for Canada’s
27th Governor General.

Michaëlle Jean comes to Office with
less experience of the country than any
of her Canadian predecessors. Indeed,
one would probably have to go back to
the British peers who served until 1952
to find a Governor General who had so
little direct knowledge, through travel,
of the nation. Having visited only neigh-
bouring Ontario, Manitoba and New
Brunswick during the time she lived in
Quebec, intimacy with the country and
its political actors has been new to her.

Thus one of the traditions of the Office,
mandating an opening visit in each
province and territory, has been essen-
tial as a voyage of discovery. This duty
has been combined with her own learn-
ing about an Office about which by her
own ad mission she knew very little – its
potential and its pitfalls as well as the
political sensitivity required when
speak ing about Quebec. The arrival of a
new Prime Minister and government
within months has also set the stage for
a situation that she was not perhaps
equipped to handle.

A Rocky Start
“doubts about her judgement”

After the drama of the transition and
the emotional high of the Installation, it
can only be said that Madame Jean had
a very rocky start. Within weeks of
undertaking the role, Her Excellency
found herself mired in controversy
through some ill-chosen words at the
raucous Press Gallery dinner. Thought

As Quebec’s hitherto highly-popular
Lieutenant Governor prepared to leave
office after 10 years in the demanding
post, Her Honour Mme Lise Thibault
was enmeshed in a spending controversy
similar in tone of the attackers if not in
every detail to those which have dogged
other vice-regal representatives in
Canada including former Governor
General Adrienne Clarkson and former
Nova Scotia LG Myra Freeman. Predict -
ably, news reports caused NDP critic Pat
Martin to thunder “Zero tolerance for
wretched excess.”

The expenditures in question are not
those support services and in-capital
costs paid for by The Quebec govern-
ment, which run some $858,000 annual-
ly. “For us, as far as I know, the spending

The Governor General: An Appraisal
SUPER-STAR GG WOWS CROWDS,
CONCERNS CONSTITUTIONALISTS

Mme Jean’s First Eighteen Months at Rideau Hall

QUEBEC LG IN SPENDING ROW

continued on page 3
The Lieutenant Governor of Quebec flanked by her Honour Guard at “Portes Ouvertes” Reception
marking Her Honour’s 10th Anniversary as Queen’s Representative. See story p. 3

tainly, no part of the world is
unscarred by the excesses of
empires. But in the Canadian
context, the actions of the British
Empire were largely benign and
occasionally brilliant. The mag-
nanimous provisions of the
Quebec Act of 1774 ensured the
survival of the French language
and culture in Canada – to the
everlasting benefit of our
country.

“And the treaties negotiat-
ed with the Aboriginal inhabi-

tants of our country, while far from per-
fect, were some of the fairest and most
generous of the period. This genius for
governance shown by the mother coun-
try at the time no doubt explains in part

continued on page 4

Prime Minister Stephen Harper – shows mon -
archical promise from loyal language

continued on page 2



why Canada’s path to independence was
so long, patient and peace ful. And it
explains why your Queen is still our
Queen, and why our “bond of comrade-
ship” remains as sturdy today as it was in
Mr. Churchill’s time.” – Rt. Hon. Stephen
Harper, 14 July 2006, speaking in
London at the Canada-UK Chamber of
Commerce.

With these words a Canadian Prime
Minister, speaking in the United King -
dom, enunciated a view of the Crown’s
place in this country and our history that
many have longed to hear but have been
absent for many, many years. This view
of Canada and our history has given
hope to those loyal to the Crown that a
new era for constitutional monarchy is in
vogue in the federal government to stop a
decades-long distancing of Canada from
the person of The Queen and the Crown
as an integral part of our governance, by
federal politicians and bureaucrats.

Indeed, within a few weeks of being
sworn to Office (on Accession Day itself,
some noted), it was reported that the
Prime Minister had returned a portrait
of The Queen to the Cabinet’s Room, a
decision reversing its removal in the
Chretien era.

Following this symbolic change,
insiders noted that the Prime Minister
and his staff insisted that the Speech
from the Throne opening the new
Parliament on 4 April begin with the fol-
lowing paragraph read by the Governor
General: “As the representative of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, I am hon-
oured to welcome the newly elected
members of the House of Commons on
the occasion of the opening of the First
Session of the Thirty-Ninth Parliament
of Canada. Canadians rejoice in the com-
ing eightieth birthday of Her Majesty
later this month, and in her more than
fifty years of service as Queen of
Canada.”The opening few paragraphs of
Throne Speeches has been left to the
Governor General to provide and over

the years this has gone from being an
opportunity to announce Royal Visits
and celebrate Royal anniversaries to a
more assertive role for His or Her Ex -
cellency to bring the public up to date on
their own activities and accomplish-
ments. Not deterred by this and in keep-
ing with her most immediate predeces-
sor, Madame Jean went on for
five paragraphs doing just that.
But the strength of the personal
reference to The Queen and the
emphasis placed on the fact that
the Governor General is Her
Majesty’s representative had
been unheard of in Ottawa in
the past few years.

Shortly after the Speech
from the Throne, the Prime
Minister’s website en couraged
Canadians to send Birthday
greetings to The Queen which
was followed shortly by the
Gov er nor General’s site doing
the same. It was extraordinary
that it took the Prime Minister
to bring this to the Governor
General’s attention but it is
widely understood to be the
case that Rideau Hall had to be
told to cut back Her Ex cellency’s
own wishes for the speech and
insist on the opening and cor-
rect reference to The Queen. On
April 5, 2006, in the Throne
Speech Debate, the Prime
Minister opened his remarks
with the following:

“Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for
the opportunity to speak in
response to the Speech from the Throne,
delivered yesterday by Her Excellency the
Gov er nor General. As this is my first
speech in the House as Prime Minister, I
would like to acknowledge and thank a
number of people. First, I would like to
pay tribute to our head of state, Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, whose life-
long dedication to duty and self-sacrifice
have been a source of inspiration and
encouragement to the many countries
that make up the Common wealth and to

the people of Canada.”
And not to leave the matter there,

when introducing the Prime Minister of
Australia (a staunch supporter of the
Crown in a sometimes-republican envi-
ronment) in May to a Joint Sitting of
Parliament in Ottawa, Mr. Harper noted
that: “Politically, we share an enduring

affinity to the Crown. And a commit-
ment to the federal structure of govern-
ment.”

Aside from these speeches, what of Mr
Harper’s actions?

The Prime Minister was called upon
to make three appointments of Lieu -
tenant Governors in his first year and
these have been remarkable for their
non-partisan nature and success. All
three – Mayann Francis in Nova Scotia,
Barbara Hagerman in PEI and Dr
Gordon Barnhart in Saskatchewan – are
passionate and loyal Canadians who are
convinced and articulate supporters of
the institution. Continuing the pattern of
female appointments which reached its
apotheosis in the Chretien era, every
province has now had at least one female
Lieutenant Governor (save Newfound -
land & Labrador) and six have had two.
The new vice-regal appointees are well-
known for their commitment to public
service rather than partisanship and this
gives much for Canadians to hope for in
future appointments as up to four
provinces will receive replacements in
2007 (Quebec, BC, Ontario and New -
found land).

One would think that with these clear
signals from the Prime Minister and his
Office, senior public servants and others
in positions of influence vis-a-vis the
Crown in Canada would get the message
that a different tone and more respectful
language around the Crown was now the
policy in Ottawa. The shift was certainly
noted by the media. No less than Graham
Fraser, then the National Affairs Writer
for the Toronto Star (and husband of
then Secretary to the Governor General,
Barbara Uteck) wrote of this sea change
in one of his last columns before he was
appointed Official Languages Com -
missioner.

Monarchists have been cheered by
these pronouncements and a focus on
Canadian symbols rather than values as
successive Liberal administrations have

emphasized. There is a sense that the
Conservative Party has returned to its
traditional roots, rather than some of
the anti-establishment positions of the
Reform party. Despite these positive
developments, many are left with the
nagging feeling that there has been little
tangible that has been done to improve

and solidify the relationship
between The Queen, her family
and Canadian life. Monarchists
have been disappointed to see
there is to be no change in the
disturbing changes made to
Letters of Credence announced
during the Martin administra-
tion. And the continued absence
of the Prince of Wales from our
shores, notwithstanding his
clear desire to visit here, and no
less than two visits to the USA in
the same period, is also
of concern. Many had also
hoped for a more marked cele-
bration of the Sovereign’s 80th
birthday. It is thought by many
that bureaucrats in sensitive
government departments such
as Canadian Heritage, the Privy
Council Office and Rideau Hall
still have not yet taken the hint
from the Prime Minister and his
officials.

The greatest danger in the
past year and one area of con-
cern to many constitutional
experts and others has been the
apparent frost between senior
members of the government
and the Governor General her-

self. Cabinet Ministers were privately
(but openly) talking about their concern
and disdain for Madame Jean, leading
many to believe that a gulf was develop-
ing. In times of a minority government,
with a new government and an inexperi-
enced Governor General, the potential
for miscommunication has been great.

In this, the Prime Minister can have
no desire to see the Governor General or
the institution she represents do any-
thing but succeed. Indeed, he bears ulti-
mate responsibility for the Governor
General’s conduct. No public office hold-
er is more important to the health of the
monarchy in Canada than the Prime
Minister – it is he who appoints the
Crown’s representatives, it is he alone
who has the constitutional relationship
with the Sovereign and he alone who
advises on the exercise of the Royal
Prerogative. It is clear that the Prime
Minister’s view must prevail about the
Governor General’s activities in office
and any difference of view between the
two must be resolved with the govern-
ment’s support.

While it is clear that the Prime
Minister has been consumed with the
political challenges of minority govern-
ment and the change in direction result-
ing from the first Conservative adminis-
tration in more than 12 years, supporters
of the monarchy in Canada hope that the
government will build upon the positive
sentiments emanating from the Prime
Minister in both concrete actions as well
as a more seemly management of the
relationships between the Sovereign, the
Governor General and the Prime
Minister. The stakes are high, and the
future of the institution is clearly in the
hands of Mr. Harper. While monarchists
are cheered by many early positive sig-
nals, they look to the Prime Minister
(and to his recently-appointed Canadian
Identity Minister, Jason Kenney, an out-
spoken monarchist) for concrete action
in the year ahead.

Harper...
continued from page one
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HARPER TO MONARCHIST LEAGUE:
No Movement on Letters of Credence

Text of Prime Minister’s Letter of September, 2006
The Honourable Beverly J. Oda re cently provided the Honourable

Michael Chong a copy of her correspondence with you on the subject
of the Canadian Crown and Canada’s Letters of Credence and Recall.
I would like to take the opportunity to respond to your letter.

The Government of Canada shares the admiration and respect
Canadians have for Her Majesty The Queen and for all that she has
done in service to Canada. The Government is committed to ensuring
that the Canadian Crown is preserved and acknowledged. On the sub-
ject of Letters of Credence and Letters of Recall, consultations have
been held with Buck ing ham Palace and we have been informed that
there is satisfaction on its part with the existing arrangements for
Letters of Credence and Letters of Recall that apply currently to
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and other realms. Consequently, we
will not be proceeding with any modification to current practices at
this time.

As Minister Oda has noted, the Gov ern ment has a number of ini-
tiatives to ensure awareness of Canada’s style of government, heritage
and history, including Her Majesty’s role as Head of State of Canada
and the importance of the Canadian Crown. We will continue to
explore ways in which to demonstrate and reinforce Canada’s ties with
Her Majesty.

I join Minister Oda in thanking you for your letter, and for the
information on your organization and its activities.

Yours sincerely, Stephen Harper

[See Editorial Comment, p 10 – Ed.]

“...[Prime Minister Stephen Harper] gave
one of the most monarchist speeches a

Canadian prime minister has given since
John Diefenbaker...reaching out for the

traditionalism and respect for the Crown
that has always characterized Canadian
Conservatives...‘I find it very assuring,’
[Senator Hugh Segal] said, pointing out

that the commitment to Canada as a
constitutional monarchy had been one of

the core principles in the agreement
struck between Harper’s Canadian Alliance

and Peter MacKay’s Progressive
Conservative Party to form

the Conservative Party in 2003.”
Graham Fraser, writing in Toronto Star,

August 19, 2006.
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didn’t pose a particular problem,” said
Premier Jean Charest as media interest
bubbled on February 9. “It’s up to the
Lieutenant Governor to explain certain
spending decisions that she would have
decided to make.”

Even Parti Québecois Opposition
Leader André Boisclair was careful to
temper his criticism for “a lack of trans-
parency” by underlining the respect he
feels for Mme Thibault “as a person.” Her
Honour has won wide praise for her
humanitarianism, her energy triumph-
ing over her disability and her enthusias-
tic visible presence throughout the
province over the last decade.

Rather, Mme Thibault’s attackers were
focused on spending records obtained
from the federal government, which sup-
ports out-of-capital and other costs for
Lieutenant Governors. These documents
reveal that Canadian Heritage officials
re peatedly questioned expenditures
made in the period 2000-2004. Examples
of lavish spending cited by critics includ-
ed a $59,000 Garden Party, a $30,000
Christmas Party and three meals held
simultaneously at three restaurants.

Her Honour and her officials had
allegedly refused requests by Canadian
Heritage for clarification of some ex -

penses. On February 9, Mme Thibault
defended herself, referring to the “intense
nature of public life” as she cris-crosses
Quebec in her wheelchair to the extent of
some 150,000 kms each year. “I act in a
rigorous and responsible manner in using
public funds.”

Government Minister Lawrence Can -
non answered questions in the House on
February 9th without the slightest signi-
fication of support for the embattled LG,
saying in reply to a question from Bloc
MP Thierry St-Cyr, “Mr Speaker, I learn -
ed about the expenses submitted by the
Lieutenant Governor when the hon. mem-
ber did. Like a number of people in this
House, we are looking at these expenses
with a rather critical eye. People who as -
sume these responsibilities have to assume
the responsibilities that come with their
role. I would hope that the person in ques-
tion could assume her role in a responsible
manner.”

Federal Heritage Minister Bev Oda
said she expected to review the expense
situation for all Lieutenant Governors,
but not Mme Thibault’s in particular,
point ing out that the vice-regal represen-
tatives are free to use the $147,000 basic
federal allowance as they deem appropri-
ate. Mme Thibault’s office had received
some $223,000 of reimbursements in
2002-03, but the figure was limited to the
basic allowance in 2004.

LG Quebec...
continued from page one

Portes grandes ouvertes chez
le Lieutenant-gouverneur du Québec

Dans le cadre de son 10e anniversaire d’entrée en fonction, l’honorable
Lise Thibault, Lieutenant-gouverneur du Québec, a accueilli avec bonheur
et générosité un a un les quelques centaines de citoyens qui sont venus la
saluer lors des portes ouvertes à ses bureaux situés au 1050, rue des
Parlementaires à Québec. Même Bon homme Carnaval s’est déplacé pour
lui offrir ses félicitations. Des visiteurs d’aussi loin que la région de
Montréal et même des gens provenant des Iles de la Madeleine et Toronto,
de passage à Québec, ont profité de cette occasion exceptionnelle. Pour sa
part, le réputé pianiste Georges Tremblay est venu offrir une prestation
inattendue en direct de sa composition intitulée Madame, pièce composée
en l’honneur de l’honorable Lise Thibault il y a 7 ans. Fait à noter, les prof-
its réalisés par la vente de cet album sont versés à la Fondation Lise
Thibault.

Lors des portes ouvertes, tous les visiteurs étaient accueillis entre autres
par des membres de la Garde en Rouge du Royal 22e Régiment. En suite, les
aides de camp honoraires du Lieutenant-gouverneur les ont guidés à tra-
vers les pièces tout en relatant l’histoire des lieux.

L’honorable Lise Thibault a été assermentée le 30 janvier 1997 à titre de
27e lieutenant-gouverneur. Il s’agit de la première femme à occuper ce poste
au Québec.

EDITORIAL COMMENT
It well may be that some spending or accounting issues have existed in the

Office of Quebec’s Lieutenant Governor. Certainly, in the age of instant infor-
mation, refusal to provide some records arouses the media wolf-pack and
public suspicion. Both situations can and should be remedied.

But no one who has observed the remarkable record of Lise Thibault in
serving The Queen over the last decade in what is arguably the most chal-
lenging vice-regal post in the Commonwealth would wish this flap to over-
shadow the accomplishments of a humanitarian and generous woman. Her
Honour has raised the profile of the Office of Lieutenant Governor in La
Belle Province; defied her disability by undertaking as many public en -
gagements each year as does the famously hard-working Princess Royal;
 maneuvered through Quebec’s uniquely-tricky political waters and dealt
even-handedly with separatist and federalist Premiers alike – all to wide
 public acclaim, and all the while scrupulously resisting the sort of speculation
and constitutional adventurism (“would you disallow a National Assembly
declaration of independence? etc....) into which some mischief-makers would
have led her.

As to Her Honour’s expenditures, we would like to remind the self-right-
eously self-aggrandizing critics – and the tepid defenders alike – of the
 following facts:
• The Lieutenant Governor of Quebec has neither a lavish suite of offices nor

a house for entertaining. Many events she hosts in the Old Capital must be
catered.

• Much of the social and political life of the province is centered in Montreal,
where Her Honour must perforce entertain in hotels with their attendant
(exorbitant!) costs.

• As any cardholder knows, dates when charges are processed through credit
cards often vary from the actual date of the service provided, sometime cre-
ating the false impression of several charges being incurred the same day.

• As a federal officer in a province which has had separatist governments dur-
ing the greater part of her time, and which elects scores of Bloc MP’s to
Ottawa, and which to greater and lesser extents presents itself to the rest of
the world as conducting an independent “foreign policy”, Her Honour’s
mission involves a role and assumes an importance, involving both visibili-
ty and hospitality, that is not shared by other Lieutenant Governors.
Accordingly, it is necessary and justifiable for her to welcome out-of  country
dignitaries in at least the same state as the provincial administration does.

• It is to be regretted that neither Mr Harper, Ms Oda nor M Charest – how-
ever cautious they might wish to be in commenting on the spending allega-
tions – did not vigorously defuse the controversy by pointing out Mme
Thibault’s incredible service, great popularity and devoted hard work over
the last decade.

• Further to the above, while we understand the Prime Minister had advised
all Lieutenant Governors that he favours a five-year time in office to be the
norm, and while Mme Thibault had already indicated she would like to
resume private life after her facing 10 years’ of punishing demands, a more
sensitive approach (and one helpful in the long term for the institution)
would have been to prevail on Her Honour to remain in post a further six
months, perhaps retiring in the Autumn, so that there could not exist the
perception she is being “driven from office.”

• Mme Thibault is, in one sense, irreplacable. But Quebeckers – and Can -
adians – will expect a no less dynamic and thoroughly pro-monarchist
replacement. The new Lieutenant Governor will preside over the cere-
monies marking the 400th Anniversary of the founding of Quebec City in
1608, quite possibly welcoming a member of the Royal Family amongst
other guests. By the time this issue of CMN is printed, that individual’s
name may have been announced. But we could recommend no better can-
didate – and it would be a good choice for Mr Harper to make on several
levels – than the devoted federalist, monarchist and philanthropic Senator
Serge Joyal. The fact that M. Joyal is a Liberal, though long removed from
Cabinet service and high partisan involvement, would demonstrate Mr
Harper’s approach to the Crown to be above political considerations.



to be discussing Quebec politics at a
national or federal event where most
speakers talk about each other and find
self-deprecation is the safest route,

Madame Jean also decided to discuss her
own qualifications and announce herself
as “hot”. In Quebec, her remarks resulted
in a nasty and public rebuke from her sis-
ter, a Parti Québecois supporter, along

with a feeling that as Governor General,
she had crossed the line of good taste.
This led to a regurgitation of some of the
previous reportage and raised doubts
again about her judgement. For someone
Paul Martin hoped would be a symbol of
Canadian unity in Quebec, this aim was
set back, perhaps irrevocably, by the end
of 2005.

Moving into Rideau Hall with a small
child is a challenge for anyone, as several
previous families have found. Guests at
events have been surprised to see
Madame Jean’s daughter much in evi-
dence at events and on several trips
around Canada and abroad. There are
some who question whether a young
child belongs at dinners for our national
honours recipients. The challenge of
being a parent to an only child, com-
bined with the situation of her own
mother, about whose Alzheimer’s diag-
nosis the Governor General has spoken
with much personal anguish, has no
doubt led to some adjustments and chal-
lenges for the young family. The Gov er -
nor General moved her mother from
Montreal to Ottawa within the first
weeks to enable her more regularly to see
and and care for her. This has been the
subject of media coverage in Ottawa; and
those who are aware of her situation can
only feel empathy as there are so many
Canadians who must juggle responsib -
ility for aging and needy parents with
their career and family life.

The Consort
“I stand before you today as both a
filmmaker and the life and travel
companion of the Governor General
of Canada.” HE Daniel Lafond,
Montreal, Feb 10, 2006

Added to this challenge has no doubt
been the desire of Jean-Daniel Lafond to
continue, to some extent, his career.
Within a few months, his documentary
“American Fugitive” premiered in Que -
bec and subsequently at film festivals.
Lafond was accused of making a film that
is an apology for a terrorist or a murder-
er. An odd work which suggests several
conspiracy theories and seems to provide
little answer for any, it portrays a sad fig-
ure, living in isolation in Iran having fled
the US (through Canada) following his
murder of the press attaché of the Shah
of Iran. The film could hardly have been
released at a worse time given the new
government’s desire for a change in rela-

tionship with the American government,
the increasing tension around our own
borders and world concern over Iran.

M. Lafond has also been at the Gov -
ernor General’s side for most of her
duties and speaks as her co-equal at cul-
tural events such as the GG’s Performing
Arts or Literary Awards. He also under-
takes round tables with filmmakers when
travelling in the regions and seems to be
playing a role with the planning of cele-
brations surrounding the 400th anniver-
sary of the establishment of Quebec in
2008, with its inevitable potential for fed-
eral-provincial tension and thus perhaps
a concern going forward.

Travel in Canada
& Special Concerns

“the visits seemed to sparkle with the
strength of the Governor General’s
personality and charisma”

Starting with Manitoba, the Governor
General reached eight provinces and two
territories in her first 12 months, leaving
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Yukon
for her second year (all three of which
had elections at some point in 2006).
While the pace of visits and Her Ex cel -
lency’s diary in general seem to have been
somewhat slower than one has become
used to in recent years at Rideau Hall, the
visits seemed to sparkle with the strength
of the Governor General’s personality
and charisma. It was the beginning of a
get-acquainted process which has not yet
been completed. The visits have been
organized to take a particular opportuni-
ty to visit women who have experienced
abuse, aboriginal people, young people
and the black community – indeed, any-
one who can lay a claim that of not being
heard by mainstream Canada.

Madame Jean’s interest in immigrants
and the issues which affect them is mov-
ing for the empathy she feels, as her own
immigrant story reflects more closely the
experience that more recent immigrants
have had in coming to contemporary
Canada.

Speaking of these visits at the begin-
ning of the Throne Speech, Her Ex cel -
lency said:

“Since my appointment as Governor
General of Canada, I have had the privi-
lege of meeting women and men who
each and every day, and each in their own
way, reaffirm their attachment to this
vast land that we share and where people
from around the world have found a
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From Rideau Hall
Just prior to press time, Monarchist League Chairman Robert Finch received
the following answers from Rideau Hall in regard to questions raised in light
of Fidelis' article.

1) The Letters of Credence ceremony appears to have been changed.
What is the new form and what was the rational for the change?

The ceremony was changed to allow the family and staff members of the
newly-appointed Heads of Mission to actually witness their presentation of
Letters to the Governor General. Guests are now seated before Her Excellency
and as each new Head of Mission's name is read, he/she moves forward and
stands facing the audience while his/her biography is read by the Chief of
Protocol. Then, the Letters are presented and photographs are taken. While this
adds some formality to the event, the elements of celebration and welcome are
retained. Each new Head of Mission and their families are then separately ush-
ered into another room for brief têtes-à-têtes meetings with the Governor
General, while the guests are brought into a reception, which the Governor
General joins once the têtes-à-têtes meetings are completed.

Another positive aspect to the new format is that the guests are not required
to wait for a lengthy period of time for the arrival of the Governor General,
since an important part of the event is conducted in their presence. This was
not the case before.

2) The Governor General did not seem to host the New Year's Levée in
2006 or 2007 or the summer Garden Party in 2006? Why have these events
been dropped from the calendar?

From a historic perspective, the Levee has take place on different dates and
has been held at different venues many times over the years. Some most recent
examples included January 7, 1996, January 1, 1999 (St. John's), January 1,
1998 (Winnipeg) and January 1, 1997 (at La Citadelle in Québec City). These
all took place during the mandate of former Governor General Roméo
LeBlanc.

Mme Clarkson made a tradition of visiting troops in the field for New
Year's. Over the years, Mme Clarkson and Mme Jean have held open houses in
a variety of formats during the holiday season, either in December, January or
February. This year, Her Excellency welcomed more than 2000 Canadians and
local residents to Rideau Hall for her Winter Celebration and Open House on
February 3, 2007. You may wish to consult the news release for more informa-
tion: http://www.gg.ca/media/doc.asp?lang=e&DocID=4959.

As far as the Garden Party is concerned, historically, they have also taken on
different formats and have sometimes been held at different venues. For exam-
ple, in 2003, 2004 and 2005, it was combined with the launch of the Summer
Concert Series and was held in the early evening. In 2002, it was held in con-
junction with the inaugural Golden Jubilee Medal Ceremony at Rideau Hall.
Last year, the garden party was held during the Governor General's first offi-
cial visit to the province of Newfoundland-and-Labrador in St. John's, which
gave Newfoundlanders and Labradoreans an opportunity to meet Mme Jean
(Governors General traditionally visit each province and territory at the start
of their mandate).

As you know, local residents and Canadians also had the chance to attend
all five free summer concerts held at Rideau Hall last summer, as well as visit
the residence and the grounds.

3) Which Ministers of the Crown and parliamentarians accompanied the
Governor General to Africa or on her other foreign travel in 2006?

No Ministers or Parliamentarians accompanied the Governor General to
Africa, but both Robert Greenhill, President of the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA), and Peter Harder, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs, accompanied the Governor General to some of the five countries she
visited. In addition, senior officials from CIDA and from Foreign Affairs par-
ticipated in the trip.

The Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of Foreign Affairs, was present
when the Governor General attended the closing of the Olympic Games in
Turin, Italy, in February 2006.

When the Governor General visited Normandy, in France, she was accom-
panied by The Honourable Abina Guarnieri, who was Minister of Veterans
Affairs at the time.

4) Why was the first Valour Decoration ceremony held at the Chateau
Laurier rather than Rideau Hall as the Bravery Awards are?

Because of the significance of the ceremony - this was the first time that the
Military Valour Star and Medal were awarded – it was important to the
Department of National Defence (DND) that we be able to accommodate
more guests than usual. DND requested the move for this reason. The rooms
at Rideau Hall could only have accommodated 2 to 3 guests per recipient,
while holding the event at the Château Laurier provided the opportunity for
recipients to invite up to 5 guests.
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home. Women and men of ideas, convic-
tion and action who have an abiding
sense of responsibility, solidarity and
commitment to their neighbourhoods,
to their communities and to their coun-
try. And I am moved to see just how
strong and vibrant a country we are.

“I have been particularly struck by the
words of our young people and by their
wealth of ideas. Young people who are
looking to carve out their place and be
heard. The new generation of Aboriginal
entrepreneurs who are creating new
opportunities. Young people in our
Canadian Forces who, through their
extraordinary efforts, offer a promise of
hope for the oppressed. More than ever,
our young people represent not only the
promise of a brighter future, but also the
vitality of our present.

“I have met with people from our two
great linguistic communities and I can
attest that our linguistic duality is a tre -
mendous asset for the country. Similarly,
Canadian artists from all disciplines have
confirmed to me just how important cre-
ative expression is to the health of a dem-
ocratic society.

“And I have heard from Canadians
who feel they often lack a voice. Women
who are victims of violence. Families
newly arrived in Canada who seek to
contribute to our society and our coun-
try’s collective well-being.

“Listening to citizens from all walks of
life has strengthened my already deep
conviction that we are living in a country
where everything is possible, where each
of us is free to follow his or her dreams
but also has a duty to help build our
country and prepare it for the challenges
that lie ahead.”

The visits were notable for the
amount of time the Governor General
gave to speak to people. Not adept at
‘working the room” Her Excellency was
seen to be taking much time with few
people, sometimes departing extensively
from the schedule in order to do so.
These are aspects of learning about pub-
lic life from one who has not spent much
time in it, the necessity of trying to speak
to as many people as possible and the
danger of overextending a stay in one
place thus jeopardizing the amount of
time spent in the next. Perhaps Louis
XVIII was right to note that “punctuality
is the politeness of Kings and the duty of
all good people”.

Public Discourse &
The Vice-Regal Blog

“this initiative still seems to be finding
its way.”

The Governor General’s speaking
style is most engaging to her audience
and her presence at an event adds much
warmth and sincerity. She has a strong
dose of charisma and is charming to
those that she meets. Her speeches sound
authentic and are often delivered in a
dramatic and emotional way, incorporat-
ing frequently her upbringing in Haiti,
her new experiences in her adopted
country and the stories of others whom
she has met in her travels.

On some occasions she can misjudge
an audience, as exemplified when she
spoke at the anniversary of a Jewish syn-
agogue in Toronto in September 2006:

“In the difficult times we are living in,
I believe dialogue is our greatest source
of hope for today and for the future. I am
committed to fostering a conversation
among all Canadians; I see that as central
to my role as governor general of

Canada. Just this morning, I met with a
diverse group of Muslim women, repre-
senting every walk of life. I found the
exchange very informative, and extreme-
ly rewarding. And now, it is a great pleas-
ure to join you here today, to share in this
very special celebration and pursue my
national dialogue.”

It appeared unnecessarily provocative
to some in attendance that the Governor
General chose to meet that Sunday
morning with Muslim women, seeming-
ly as a counterpoint to the Jewish group.
For them, the event was about the an ni -
versary, their own attachment to Canada.
Surely this could have stood on its own
and did not need to be juxtaposed with
the concerns of another interest.

On the one-year anniversary of her
installation, the Governor General estab-
lished a blog and an interactive forum for
individuals to write about issues that are
important to Her Excellency: belonging,
youth, women and culture. Announced
with some fanfare, the Governor General
has only contributed on a few occasions
and anyone with the notion that they
would be in a written dialogue with her
was mistaken. Of course, this initiative
was risky: it could unintentionally draw
the Crown’s representative into discus-
sion of matters that may be under active
political consideration. In this regard, it
was surprising that the site,
www.citizenvoices. gg.ca would include
blogging from David Suzuki. While he is
highly regarded by most Canadians,
there are some who may disagree with
his views, and the environment as a topic
lay outside the forums’s original
objectives. In this re gard, this initiative
still seems to be finding its way and is not
perhaps the best way of bringing
Canadians together. Indeed, most contri-
butions must be vetted and edited and
are reviewed during regular government
business hours, to the contrary of how
most users view the web: interactive
24/7/365, without censorship. There are
many other forums more effectively pro-
viding this outlet.

Another initiative championed by
both the Governor General and M.

Lafond is called “Art Matters,” a talk shop
attached to events such as the Governor
General’s Performing Arts, Literary and
Visual Arts Awards. M. Lafond explains it
as follows:

“To the official ceremony, we have
add ed a forum for reflection and dia-
logue that will allow us to examine a par-
ticular artistic practice and to explore the
changes and challenges of audiovisual
creation and the public’s response to it.
Completely relieved of any budgetary or
political debate, these discussions are
part of a series entitled Art Matters,
intended to observe culture in motion.
These discussions will feature a dialogue
between key figures and citizens.”

It remains to be seen what this initia-
tive, like many other forums, round -
tables, blogs and other “talking shops”,
will actually achieve in a tangible way.
The Governor General’s cultural awards
are great celebratory occasions: they pro-
vide a forum naturally through informal
dialogue at dinners and ceremonies as
well as speeches by the participants,
sometimes extemporaneous in nature.
Whether the recipients and others will
want to participate fully in a forum of
this kind, divorced from political figures
or policy makers, remains to be seen.

“It is with enormous pride that I serve
as your commander-in-chief. When I
wear the Order of Military Merit on your
behalf, it is to remind Canadians of the
exceptional service you perform for all of
us.”

With remarks such as the foregoing,
the Governor General suggested that she
does not always appreciate the nuances of
the position – that she does not wear dec-
orations on behalf of people, but rather
by virtue of her position as a personifica-
tion of the role she plays. This concern
over her inability to articulate herself
clearly about the role and deftly steer
around contentious issues placed her in
some difficulty with the media with
interviews she gave to mark her one year
anniversary. In Quebec, some remarks
she made were interpreted as singling out
Quebecers and lecturing them to get out
and about more widely. She clarified

these remarks to indicate that she felt
that all Canadians, on both sides of the
language divide, needed to know each
other better, but this hardly followed her
own admonition at her Installation that
Canadians should move beyond the soli-
tudes. If anything, they tend to reinforce
this view. Her speculation about behind-
the-scenes considerations she had on dis-
solution, added to the comments made
by her predecessor, also tended to com-
plicate matters for the Office and gave
rise to concern that she may not under-
stand her role and just how literally she
takes the notion of being the Head of
State.

The Queen’s Representative
“conduct has been troubling”

It is in the role as the Queen’s repre-
sentative that the Governor General’s
conduct has been troubling to supporters
of the institution. A statement made by a
media affairs staff member to the effect
that “it is our policy not to refer to The
Queen in press releases or statements”
perhaps sums up what many had come to
believe about Rideau Hall in recent years.
This has been the direction of the Gov er -
nor General’s Office under her predeces-
sor, and it now seems clear that Madame
Jean has no plans to alter it.

At the swearing-in of the new govern-
ment, it was noted that the controversial
Lemieux painting of The Queen & The
Duke of Edinburgh had been moved to
the back of the Ballroom at Rideau Hall,
the principal location for Canadian State
ceremonies. It was replaced by his 1964
Charlottetown Revisited. The latter was
commissioned as one of three Con fed er -
ation murals created to celebrate the
opening of the Confederation Centre of
the Arts in 1964. A bleak painting, it
makes Rideau Hall’s Ballroom surely the
only room of its type amongst The
Queen’s realms where a portrait of The
Queen does not look upon the assembled
gathering for national occasions. Instead,
the audience now has their back to it.

Even our American cousins would be
surprised to see the ability of the tempo-
rary occupants of the nation’s home to
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make changes to it to suit their will.
When one visits the White House, one
expects the Blue Room to be Blue, the
Red Room to be red and Martha and
George Washington to be hanging in the
East Room. It is surprising that changes
are being made so quickly and easily to
what is the nation’s built heritage. An
opportunity to champion new official
portraits of The Queen and The Duke of
Edinbugh in these last years of the reign,
a project which could have had special

meaning with the celebrations to mark
the Sovereign’s 80th birthday, was not
taken. But this was not the only omission
for the birthday.

Of particular concern was the absence
of the Governor General from the Ser -
vice of Thanksgiving in London in June
2006. It was known for some time that
there would be a Service at St. Paul’s, one
of the key events celebrating The Queen’s
birthday. It was with some surprise that
Canadians and their government learned

that there would be no representation at
St. Paul’s, given that the realms were rep-
resented only by their Governors Gen -
eral. Present were Australia and New
Zealand, notwithstanding their great dis-
tance, as well as Antigua and Barbuda,
The Bahamas, Barbados, Solomon
Islands and Grenada – but not Canada.
Given Canada’s position as the senior of
The Queen’s realms this was all the more
surprising. On questioning, Rideau Hall
staff disingenuously suggested that an
event with school children in Toronto the
day prior was the reason, thus motivating
some to feel that she had set her priori-
ties correctly, when in fact, anyone famil-
iar with such events knows that they can
be scheduled with some discretion. Her
Excellency also attended the opening of
the new Opera House in Toronto, which
was a self-congratulatory event primarily
for donors and supporters. It was unfor-
tunate that all sorts of reasons were pro-
vided for the omission in the Governor
General’s schedule, and it is telling that
Rideau Hall is not better plugged into
coordination with Buckingham Palace
for such an important occasion.

Rideau Hall
“turmoil in the Official Household”

Of concern to those who value the
constancy and heritage of life at Rideau
Hall has been the apparent abolition of
the New Year’s Levée and the Governor
General’s Garden Party. These events,
held at New Year’s and near Canada Day
respectively, have been an important core
of all Governors General’s yearly cal -
endars, and a distinctive aspect of
Canadiana. The opportunity for any citi-
zen to exchange New Year’s greetings or
best wishes on our national day with the
representative of the Head of State could
only be envied by most citizens of coun-
tries around the world. It is curious that
these national traditions have not form -
ed part of the Governor General’s sched-
ule, and one wonders why. If the issue is
budget, then surely a sense of priority
should attach to these initiatives as com-
pared with other aspects of Rideau Hall
operations – for they are egalitarian,
being open to all. They also represent an
unbroken connection to the beginnings
of the Office – the levée, with the French
governors and the Garden Party, dating
from Confederation. It is troubling that
these important aspects of our heritage
have been discontinued.

Unlike most western democracies,
ceremonies which are distinctive and
time-honoured have also been subject to
revision. The ceremony whereby Am bas -
sadors and High Commissioners present
their Letters of Credence at Rideau Hall
appears to have been changed again after
the modifications made by Madame
Clarkson, disrupting a ceremony which
had been in place since Canada started
receiving foreign representatives follow-
ing the Statute of Westminster. It is
unfortunate that these events, important
in the life of the new diplomat and for
relations between countries, are now
apparently subject to change by each
Governor General.

The Governor General
and Her Government

“collision course”?

In the late fall of 2006, a number of
media articles gave the overriding im -
pression that the Governor General and
her government were on a collision
course. “Governor General and PM bare-

ly speaking” said the Toronto Star. “Will
Jean thwart election call?” asked Chantal
Hebert. Of concern was a low-key dinner
the Governor General held for the visit-
ing President of Afghanistan. While not a
State Visit, this visit necessitated a call on
the Governor General, who returned
specifically from La Citadelle to receive
him. When the Minister of Foreign
Affairs was unable to attend the dinner,
the Governor General was left with no
political figure in attendance to balance
with those drawn from aid groups who
were not entirely pleased with Canadian
policy in the region and the Canadian
Forces in particular.

When ultimately the Governor Gen -
eral was prevailed upon to have the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in
attendance, he was left to defend and ex -
plain government policy amongst a
stacked deck. Given the stakes in Afghan -
istan and the personal involvement of the
Prime Minister in the management of
the relationship, this placed everyone
involved in an awkward position. Later
public musings of the desire of the
Governor General to travel to Afghan -
istan suggested she did not appreciate the
sensitivity of the region and the security
concerns. Given that the Canadian
Forces have been facing unprecedented
violence in the region, along with the
number of VIP visits that they have sup-
ported, it was an imposition to suggest
another visit last year, particularly given
the necessity for extensive security for a
traveling Commander-in-Chief in the
region.

All of this is evidence of the turmoil in
which the Official Household of the
Governor General has been in the past
year and a half. The unusual departure of
Barbara Uteck as Secretary to the Gov -
ernor General in the spring of 2006, just
six months into Madame Jean’s time,
seemed to lead to a period of some insta-
bility and lack of clarity of who led the
more than 150 staff. The arrival of a new
Secretary in the fall, Sheila-Marie Cook,
an Albertan with experience in the feder-
al bureaucracy, seemed to take an overly
long period and led to a sense of drift
over the year. This was evident not just to
the media by the political trouble in
which Rideau Hall found itself, but by
many people across Canada for whom
basic correspondence such as congratu-
latory letters, requests for patronage and
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Excerpts From The
Governor General’s
Engagement Diary

Feb 12-14 – Makes first official visit
to Nova Scotia

Jan 25-27 – Visits Calgary
Nov 10 – Accepts Honorary

Doctorate of Letters from McGill
University

Nov 8 – Holds a Luncheon for the
Crown Prince of Belgium during
his working visit to Canada

Nov 5 – Unveils the Valiants
Memorial, Ottawa

Oct 24 – Holds a State Dinner at
Rideau Hall to welcome The King
and Queen of Sweden

Sept 20 – Welcomes the President of
Latvia to La Citadelle, the first
time a Head of State has been
officially received in that location

Aug 13 – Opens XVI International
AIDS Conference, Toronto.



invitations were not replied to in a time-
ly way, if at all. It is hoped that these
aspects of the operation will be more
expeditiously handled in the balance of
the term.

Travel Abroad
“a visiting rock star” – “it would
have been well-advised for a Minister
to be privy to all the discussions that
took place”

The Governor General has undertak-
en a significant amount of travel outside
the country, clearly at the government’s
request, but very much in keeping with
the pattern established by her most
recent predecessor of representing
Canada at several international events.
Shortly after her installation she went to
Juno Beach with a delegation of Ab -
original veterans. 2006 saw her in Italy
for the Winter Olympics, with a stop in
Rome to visit the Pope. In addition, she
represented Canada at the Inauguration
of the President of Chile, a woman, to
which she was one of the few guests at
the Head of State level from outside Latin

America. Shortly thereafter, she paid an
emotional homecoming to Haiti where
she was received as a superstar in her
home village and in the country general-
ly.

In late 2006, the Madame Jean led a
delegation of ten on State Visits to
Algeria, Mali, Ghana, South Africa, and
an Official Visit to Morocco. According
to government information (which in -
correctly identified the visit, even on the
GG’s website, as a State Visit to Africa, a
continent, when only countries can re -
ceive State Visits), this trip allowed Her
Excellency to witness how Canadian and
African partners work together to
achieve development results in Africa
and how dedicated Canadians in sub-
Saharan and North Africa have advanced
the values and goals we cherish as a
nation. Through trips to Canadian
International Development Agency
(CIDA) projects, each stop highlighted
Canada’s support for African develop-
ment and the significant results achieved
through partnerships.

These series of visits seemed to strike

the right balance between the Governor
General’s non-political posture and the
legitimate desire for the representative of
Canada’s Head of State to be welcomed
by countries which wish to thank us or
emphasize good diplomatic relations.
Canada is clearly held in high esteem in
many countries in Africa and in many
nations throughout the world where we
have been major aid donors. The Gov er -
nor General’s reception on the trip (com-
pared to that for a visiting rock star) was
certainly evidence of that esteem. At the
same time, these are the kinds of coun-
tries that the Prime Minister may be
unable to visit, given the necessity of his
focus on the G8 relationships as well as
evolving international issues.

What is of concern is the necessity for
the Government to be represented on
trips of this kind to avoid the impression
that the Governor General is in any way
conducting foreign policy with other
governments. It is not clear which politi-
cal figures accompanied the Governor
General to Haiti. Given the importance
of Canada’s involvement in
that country, it would have
been well-advised for a
Minister to be privy to all the
discussions that took place. In
addition, in Africa, a parlia-
mentary delegation should
have been present to provide a
political insight into Canada
and, like Haiti, it would have
been useful to have political
figures witness the warmth of
the reception for both Canada
and the Governor General
herself, in addition to provid-
ing insight into the future for
Canadian development fund-
ing in the region.

The Way Ahead

There is no doubt that, 18
months into their time at
Rideau Hall, we are in un -
charted waters in terms of the
role of Governor General vis à
vis Michaëlle Jean and Jean-
Daniel Lafond. Those who
support the Monarchy in
Canada and those that believe
in the institution the
Governor General represents
feel uneasy and concerned,
particularly when it was
organizations such as the
Monarchist League that gave
her the benefit of the doubt
and provided significant support to her
during the choppy seas of her transition.
It did not escape the notice of many that
it was the Sovereign herself who came to
the rescue of Madame Jean herself with
the photo opportunity supplied of the
young family at Balmoral which ran on
the front page of most newspapers in
Canada during Labour Day weekend in
2005. More than any other intervention,
this photograph lent the personal pres-
tige of The Queen and the mystique of
the Crown to Madame Jean and helped
to put paid the controversy which existed
at that time. Along with her own renun-
ciation of French citizenship and her
statement clarifying her loyalty to
Canada, it put in place a series of events
leading to her own very successful and
inspiring Installation Address.

If it was Paul Martin’s intent for
Madame Jean to be used as a balm to
help with the ongoing sovereignty de -
bate, it appears that this will not be the

case. And if Madame Jean is to “briser les
solitudes” with discussion groups and
talk, it is not clear how these efforts will
tangibly do so. Her remarks still tend to
reinforce the view that she sees herself
speaking for or to Quebecers, rather than
for all Canadians. And the potential for
misinterpretation and difficulty still
exists in the activities of her husband as
in some of the undertakings she has
started.

This somewhat uneasy state of affairs
is a great pity, as there is no doubt that
Canadians are drawn to Michaëlle Jean
and the triumph she represents as an
immigrant from a troubled country, a
working mother and a caring daughter.
Her personality is magnetic: all would
like to see her succeed. But it is clear that
her learning curve in this position is
rather longer than might have been
anticipated. She must work closely with
the government she has been given by
Canadians to ensure that the institution
is not brought into controversy. And
given the possibility of a constitutional

fracas in this time of potential successive
minority Parliaments, she must do every-
thing she can in order to ensure that she
is able credibly to execute her constitu-
tional duties.

It also seems odd to some that the
Governor General would undertake ini-
tiatives which tend to distance herself
and the institution from the Crown when
these same supporters were the bedrock
of her support in some very difficult
days. In the years left in the mandate,
there will be many opportunities for
Madame Jean to show her loyalty to the
Crown and respect for the work that The
Queen does and the role that she has
played in Canada over the longest reign
in Canadian history. Madame Jean has
much to recommend her in the vibrant
youthful face she places on the institu-
tion, but she must pilot the most careful
course to respect the heritage of the posi-
tion while steering clear of many mine-
fields.
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The arrival of a new government in
Ottawa provides an opportunity for
mon archists to consider what realistic
and practical actions should be taken by
a federal government supportive of the
Crown in Canada as we approach the
Diamond Jubilee. Here is one monar-
chist’s list.

1. The Queen’s Reign
“It is demeaning to our whole nation for
government officials to show disrespect
for such a long-serving and successful
head of State.”

First, it must be said emphatically that
The Queen is our Head of State, our
Sovereign. The majority of Canadians
cannot recall a time when we have had
any other individual on the Throne;
indeed it happens that the present
Governor General and Prime Minister
are the first to have been both born in
Her Majesty’s reign. The length of this
reign and The Queen’s devotion to her
role and Canada, in particular amongst
her realms, is nothing short of remark-
able. Even detractors of the current con-
stitutional arrangements recognize these
facts. Every opportunity to celebrate this
dedication and service should be taken
and maximized.

Canadians who believe in the Crown
must always remain vigilant that Her
Majesty’s role in Canada is referred to
correctly by the government and the
media to ensure that false im pressions
are not given. Come what may in the
future, it serves no one’s ends to
misname The Queen’s role in Can adian
discourse. Any legitimate debate around
the institution should always be from the
basis of facts rather than a misstatement
of constitutional realities. Fed eral Gov -
ern ment Depart ments, particularly
Rideau Hall, the Privy Council Office,
Canadian Heritage and Foreign Affairs
should be instructed to ensure that they
always refer to The Queen with her
Canadian title and enunciate that Her
Majesty’s is our Head of State.

This role must be differentiated from
that of the Governor General who, as The
Queen’s representative performs fully
most of the duties of The Queen – but
she is not the Head of State. Op por -
tunities such as The Queen’s upcoming
Diamond Jubilee and other events in The
Queen’s life should be marked and cele-
brated commensurate with the commit-
ment and dedication that Her Majesty
has shown for Canada. It is demeaning to
our whole nation for government offi-
cials to show disrespect for such a long-
serving and successful head of State and
few other countries would tolerate this
ambiguity, which is unseemly from a G8
nation such as Canada.The efforts of fed-
eral organizations such as Canada Post
and the Royal Canadian Mint, which
have to their great credit emphasized the
links between The Queen and Canada in
recent years, should be supported. While
one must be realistic about the likelihood
of future homecomings by the Monarch
owing to the age of The Queen herself,
opportunities for Her Majesty to remain
in touch with Canadians and Canada in
the United Kingdom through visits by
Ministers and participation in war-time
commemorative events (such as the
Vimy Ridge re-dedication) where Can -
adians served in Europe should be fully
explored. The notion that The Queen

ceases to be our Queen outside Canada
should be wholly discounted.

2. The Heir to the Throne
& his Family

“There are few political leaders in the
western world today who are willing to
put their families in harm’s way like our
Royal Family.”

The Prince of Wales is the Heir to our
Throne and every opportunity should be
taken by the government to provide
additional occasions for HRH to connect
with Canadians and to be involved in the
life of the country. In recent years, as the
Prince has resolved his own marital situ-
ation, there has been a more rational
examination of his contribution to issues
and charities. In the UK, more and more
of the day to day role of the Sovereign is,
where possible, being transferred to
HRH. This is particularly true in the
international travel load increasingly
borne by the Prince of Wales & Duchess
of Cornwall on behalf of The Queen: we
should expect to see him more and our
governments must facilitate this. It is not
possible for HRH to visit Canada with-
out government involvement given his
constitutional position.A recent group of
Canadians who are active in issues of
interest to the Prince visited a number of
the Prince’s Charities in the United
Kingdom and found a deeply engaged
social entrepreneur along the lines they
did not expect. There would be a deep
connection between Canadians and The
Prince in many areas, not the least of
which is the environment, education,
opportunities for youth-at-risk, the built
environment and the arts. The Prince’s
Charities are the largest multi-cause
charitable enterprise in the United
Kingdom and there are many organiza-
tions in Canada which are sympathetic to
the aims of these charities which would
welcome the involvement and interest of
The Prince of Wales in their activities
here. As HRH has shown, this will not be
an empty patronage, but one which is
active and engaged. Canadians have a
right to know their future King well and
there is ample evidence to suggest that
when the public focuses on the work of
the Prince of Wales they feel impressed
and proud of his long-term and innova-
tive perspective.

HRH and his sons are exemplars of
action leading to results in the charitable
world, and Princes William and Harry
are important examples of willingness to
serve in the Armed Ser vices in a time of
armed conflict. There are few political
leaders in the westernworld today who
are willing to put their families in harm’s
way like our Royal Family. The Prince
himself is Colonel-in-Chief of Canadian
Regi ments who are in Afghanistan. The
young Princes should be introduced to
Canada and given an opportunity to
connect in their own ways. While Prince
William is undergoing familiarization
with the other services in the Armed
Forces in addition to the Army, he could
be sent on exchange with Canadian
Forces as other officers are.

Recognizing the sensitivities of
Canadians, the Prince of Wales and the
Duchess of Cornwall let be known their
wish to visit Canada before the United
States but this was not acted upon by the
Canadian Government. This is a pity.
The Duchess herself has historic family

links in the Hamilton, Ontario area
through the McNab family who built
Dundurn Castle; exploring this connec-
tion would bring to light an interesting
aspect of our shared history which
should be more well-known to
Canadians.

3. Symbols of the Crown
“...these symbols are sometimes victims
of re-branding exercises or changed with
misguided or dishonest intention.”

Symbols of the Crown are Canadian
icons and are found everywhere. They
exist in our subconscious and emphasize
that we are a monarchy with civil author-
ity exercised on behalf of the Crown.
However, these symbols are sometimes
victims of re-branding exercises or
changed with misguided or dishonest
intention. In recent years, the loss of the
Crown in the highly-visible badge of
Canada Customs (now the Canadian
Border Services Agency) and Parks
Canada are two sad examples.

Organizations with Royal Patrons,
with “Royal” designation in their title
and with Royal symbology in their Coats
of Arms, should be encouraged to value
this heritage. Federal agencies should
clearly respect their heritage and symbols
should not be changed surreptitiously or
without consideration of the conse-
quences.

4. Canadian at the Palace
“...it would seem high time that Canada
resumed the practice of providing an
individual to serve at either Buckingham
Palace or Clarence House.”

In the present reign, The Queen has
on several occasions been served by
Canadians at the Palace. Indeed, other
realms have also provided individuals for
the Royal Household, including at least
one Private Secretary from Australia. In
1997, the Government of Canada was
offered an opportunity to provide a sec-
ondment for a Commonwealth position
which had been created at Buckingham
Palace. This was considered quite seri-
ously but not acted upon by the Govern -
ment. When the matter was raised in
Parliament at the instigation of the
Monarchist League of Canada, the Prime
Minister of the day, Mr. Chretien, sug-
gested it would be considered in the
future and Canada would take its place in
the next rotation.

The Prince of Wales has a secondee
from the Commonwealth supported by
the private sector in his household; it
would seem high time that Canada
resumed the practice of providing an
individual to serve at either Buckingham
Palace or Clarence House, who could be
helpful to several House holds in their
dealings with Canada.

The Government can easily make this
happen on the same basis as its locating
public servants at the High Commission
in London – and it is likely to be of much
utility in London. It would also helping
to ensure that the Palace considers views
from realms of The Queen outside the
UK on a day to day basis for issues great
and small.

5. State Ceremonial
“...this area more appropriately
belongs...closer to the Prime Minister”

A key area of the Government of
Canada which deals with Royal and vice-

regal matters is State Ceremonial, buried
in the bureaucracy of Canadian Heritage.
This Directorate has responsibility for
organizing royal visits as well as adminis-
tering the federal obligations towards
Lieutenant Governors and other aspects
of protocol such as the Governor Gen -
eral’s Installation, State Funerals and
half-masting of the Canadian Flag on
federal property.

Given the importance of some of
these tasks and the potential for informa-
tion and direction to be lost when activi-
ties are buried within four or five levels of
bureaucracy, it might be well-advised for
the Prime Minister to reconsider the
organizational setting of State Cere mon -
ial. Most provincial governments as well
as most other Com mon wealth Realms
locate these functions in Cab inet or cen-
tral agencies. It may be time to consider
that this area more ap pro priately belongs
in the Privy Council Office, thus closer to
the Prime Minister and responsible to
the Cabinet as a whole rather than one
Minister.

It is likely that this type of change
would enable the Prime Minister’s wish-
es to be more effectively reflected in the
relationship with the Palace, the Royal
Family and the Crown and less to be less
subject to interference from non-
supportive bur eau crats who may have
their own agenda.

6. The Governor General and
Lieutenant Governors

“...the House of Commons vetting
appointments...would be an unseemly
environment for choosing the
representatives of our Head of State.”

The Governor General and Lieu ten -
ant Governors are key appointments
which bring to life on a daily basis the
role the Crown plays in our governments
and in community life. They do the
heavy lifting of representing the Crown
in our system. In recent years, these posi-
tions have enjoyed a renaissance thanks
to creative, interesting and in most cases,
non-partisan appointments.

While the responsibility for the ap -
pointments rests with the federal prime
minister, there is nothing preventing the
first minister from undertaking wide
consultations, while preserving the right
to make the final decision. Other federal
party leaders should be consulted when
making the appointment of the Gover -
nor General; provincial premiers are
owed the same courtesy over the ap -
pointment of the lieutenant governor.

But this process must be conducted
out of the public eye. Recent experience
with the Committees in the House of
Commons vetting appointments suggests
that this process would be an unseemly
environment for choosing the representa-
tives of our Head of State. Adrienne
Clark son’s recent suggestion in this re -
gard was surprising and ill-considered.

In the past ten years, these appoint-
ments have been made with greater skill
than in the past. It is clear that a pattern
is emerging whereby Canadians expect
that we will have active and engaged citi-
zens who are well-known for their ac -
complishments and commitment to
their communities. These posts are active
and engaged ones and not retirement
sinecures for politicians, but constitute
the apex of a career. At the same time,
they are really not intended for the occu-

Towards The Diamond Jubilee: A Monarchist Wish List
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pant’s vice-regal role to act as a stepping
stone on a career ladder. Rather, the best
come near the end of an appointee’s
working life. Canadians want wisdom as
well as a lot of life experience in these
roles, people who have something to say
about their country and who are unques-
tionably loyal and committed to the
Crown and to Canada. The recent ap -
pointments by Mr. Harper are good
examples of these.

Once appointed, governments have a
responsibility to provide adequate re -
sources and to defend these appointees’
spending in their legislatures and in the
media. The Crown’s representatives, who
often have a fair degree of discretion in
their activities and budgets, also have a
responsibility to ensure that they are
operating in a defensible way and not -
withstanding the special nature of the
Office, that they are open and accessible
in dealings with the media, legislators
and thepublic.

7. Our Royal Family
“...the continuing interest by
Canadians in meeting with and seeing
their Royal Family and on the part of
the Royal Family in personal contact
with Canadians has essentially
been privatized.”

Members of The Queen’s Family, aside
from the Prince of Wales, have many
links to Canada but seem increasingly
prevented from furthering these involve-
ments. The Duke of York was educated
for a year in Ontario, the Earl of Wessex
has traveled extensively in Canada and
many members ofthe Royal Family serve
as Colonels-in-Chief to Regi ments in the
Canadian Forces, a responsibility they
take seriously. The Queen’s cousins, the
Kents, also have links to Canada through
the Forces and within their own families.

In recent years, there has been a sharp
decline and paucity of official Royal visits
to Canada. An informal re view suggests
that while there were more than 26 offi-
cial visits at the invitation of Gov ern -
ments in the 1980s, by the 90s they had
dwindled to 5; and there have only been
two since the year 2000. At the same time
“working” (incorrectly dub bed “private”)
visits have gone from 14 in the 80s to 32
in the 90s and 20 thus far this century. So
the continuing interest by Canadians in
meeting with and seeing their Royal
Family and on the part of the Royal
Family in personal contact with Can -
adians has essentially been privatized.

While some working visits have had
great impact and in particular, the Earl &
Countess of Wessex through the Duke of
Edinburgh’s programme have endeav-
oured to include a large number of char-
ities and organizations in their frequent
visits, the absence of the structure and
support of anofficial visit leaves a big
gap. It means that visits must be funded
by non-profit organizations thus taking
funds and fund-raising away from other
tasks. It can also leave Regiments and
other sectors of society who may not be
able to pay for a visit without the ability
to be involved. Small towns in various
regions will not likely be included on an
itinerary under such an approach.

This area of protocol requires rework-
ing such that the visits are available to
provinces without the federal involve-
ment in some cases, giving some
provinces greater flexibility to encourage
visits. Therealso must be consideration
given to the important responsibility
members of the Royal Family feel toward
the Armed Forces. Official visits must be
encouraged so that members of The
Queen’s family can connect with
Canadians and play a role in our nation-

al life. Members of the Royal Family have
in the past and can continue to play a key
role in important local celebrations,
adding a highlight to events. When com-
bined with Regimental duties, they
emphasize an important aspect of service
in our society. In creas ingly, the role
played by members of the Royal Family
on their working visits in assisting organ-
izations through their fund-raising by
attending events or by increasing aware-
ness in the media of their activities has
played a key and coveted role for many
groups. It is regrettable that governments
appear to have abandoned this area, but
it should be revisited, with the provinces
and Canadian Forces playing a key role.

8. The Royal Prerogative
Powers & our Constitution

“As monarchists, we should welcome
debate about limiting the executive’s
use of the royal prerogative powers...”

The Royal Prerogative powers – those
aspects of government which are not laid
down in statute law and those that are
conferred specifically on the Queen or
her representatives in our written consti-
tution – are essentially exercised by the
Prime Minister, sometimes together with
the Cabinet.

In an era when Canadians have been
concerned about over-concentration of
power in the hands of their First
Ministers, it does not serve the Crown
well for these powers to be held for parti-
san advantage. The prerogative powers
include the power to dissolve legislatures
and set election dates, but also public
appointments and the legislative advan-
tages to the government such as the abil-
ity to propose money bills, known as the
“Royal Recommendation”. Attention
must be given to the overuse of Orders-
in-Council which in effect legislate about
many aspects of daily life. These are
approved by the Crown’s representatives
(there were more than 2,000 in the feder-
al government last year alone with most
provinces matching this total) and are a
little-known but key way of governing,
covering items from the mundane to
momentous.

Orders-in-Council are far more im -
portant than the Royal Assent given to
legislation, but much less visible. As
monarchists we should welcome debate
about limiting the executive’s use of the
royal prerogative powers particularly
where, in the modern age, these lead to
abuse and too much concentration of
power. They tend to bring disrepute to
the Crown and its representatives, and by
potentially injecting them into contro-
versy, could deter them from focusing on
the important task of serving as a non-
partisan and neutral part of civic life, a
role which can only be played by the
Crown in our system.

Initiatives at the federal level in some
provinces to set fixed election dates and
to vet appointments as well as to be more
transparent in the exercise of some of
these powers should be welcomed and
debated on their merits. It serves no one
to have these powers periodically abused
by the political sector, and for Canadians
to feel that they are the necessary by-
product of being a constitutional monar-
chy.

~ ~ ~
The foregoing suggestions are devel-

oped to provoke discussion and to stir to
action Ministers and parliamentarians
who genuinely believe that their Canada
includes “The Queen”. In most cases,
these ideas are cost-neutral and in many,
they would result in a stronger profile for
the Crown in Canada as we move into
the sunset years of the present reign.

“When The Star Spangled Banner was
being composed in Chesapeake Bay dur-
ing the War of 1812, black slaves were
swimming out to British ships in the
hope of escaping to Canada. Although
the Americans tended to view themselves
as the unique beacon of freedom, liberty
was more widely practised in our British
society. Here the Crown asked for alle-
giance rather than conformity to a uni-
versal creed. Thus was incubated the
accommodation of differences that has
evolved into present-day Canadian plu-
ralism—one more reason to cherish the
history of our constitutional monarchy.”

From an op-ed piece, written by
Hon Jason Kenney, PC, MP, in the
National Post, February 28, 2007.

“In her book, the former Governor
General [Adrienne Clarkson] compares
herself both to Tolstoy and Simone de
Beauvoir, praises the culture and refine-
ment of various visiting dictators and
reveals her profound admiration for
Russian Presi dent Vladimir Putin. She

also takes swings at those
whom she cordially (or
not so cordially) detests,
most notably the consti-
tutionally ignorant Paul
Martin and his unelected
band of ill-dressed thugs.
(Her descriptions, not
mine.) She slams the “ig -
norant and malicious”
people who dared to
criticize her
c o n t r o v e r s i a l

circumpolar tour, and – al though the
name Michaëlle Jean is never mentioned
– leaves the firm im pression that she
thinks her successor is woefully unquali-
fied for the job. Meow!”

Margaret Wente, writing in The Globe
and Mail, September 16, 2006.

“We often overlook the intense loyalty
and love the Mâori people have for the
Queen – probably more intense than
many people of European descent. This is
a history that’s never going to die.”

From an interview with New Zealand
Governor General Dame Sylvia

Cartwright in The New Zealand
Herald, July 29, 2006

“The case for constitutional monar-
chy has rarely been better illustrated than
by King Bhumipol of Thailand, who cel-
ebrated the 60th anniversary of his acces-
sion on June 9...Bhumipol has played his
role perfectly, keeping his nation’s chaot-
ic politics at arm’s length, tirelessly visit-
ing every remotest corner of his king-
dom, initiating countless apolitical proj-
ects for the relief, education and health of
Thailand’s numerous poor, and serving...
as an exemplar of domestic virtue and
modest piety... For 60 years, Thailand has
been blessed by a king worthy of the
title.”

Leader in National Review, July 3, 2006.

“She did not ask for the duties that fell
to her, but she has done them conscien-
tiously, and we know that she will keep
doing them for as many days as she is
given. This is why we honour and cele-
brate her life in this service today. That is

why we can proudly say of our Queen …
She has served her people ... She has
earned, and kept our respect … she has
been an example … She has done her
duty.”

From remarks by Bruce Hallsor, past
Chairman, Victoria Branch, Mon archist

League of Canada, at Service of
Thanksgiving for HM’s 80th Birthday,

June 16, 2006.

“Last week, a Buckingham Palace offi-
cial even confided to me that The Queen
expects, with the support of her family,
still to be working at the age of 90. Yes,
90...The emotion that The Queen in -
spires is one of unbelligerent tender-
ness... She was born to her office and
could not avoid it. Her duties were not
chosen, and she symbolises, through her
dedicated life, the sacrifices upon which
nations depend and of which they
become conscious when threatened.”

Royal Biographer William Shawcross,
writing in The Daily Telegraph,

April 16, 2006.

“The most obvious slight has been the
failure of the Canadian government to
recommend to The Queen that [Brian
Mulroney] be appointed to the Order of
the Companions of Honour. Part of the
Canadian honours system, by tradition
this Commonwealth order has been con-
ferred on long-serving Canadian heads

of government. Pierre Trudeau and John
Diefenbaker each received the Order.
Lester Pearson and William Lyon Mac -
kenzie King received a similar honour,
the Order of Merit... it is a situation that
Mr Harper now has the power to put
right.”

Leader in the National Post,
February 19, 2006.

Kenney on slavery ~ Wente on Clarkson
~ Hallsor & Palace on HM

The Queen with Brian Mulroney – no CH?
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Former Governor
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What is your
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government?

Email your thoughts to

Bob Finch,
Dominion Chairman,

at chiefopo@monarchist.ca
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THE GOVERNOR GENERAL
& HER MINISTERS

Autumn found the media raising
questions over the appropriateness of
The Governor General’s role vis à vis the
dinner she hosted for the President of
Afghanistan – asking whether she was
trying to create an independent foreign
policy and proceed without ministerial
advice. Reports surfaced that the govern-
ment would not allow her to visit our
troops in Afghanistan. Then it was re -
vealed that Mme Jean hardly ever saw, let
alone enjoyed substantive discussion
with, her Prime Minister. More recently,
as reflected in Fidelis’ article elsewhere in
this CMN, senior Ministers of Mr
Harper’s government have been open in
their criticism of The Queen’s represen-
tative.

Of course, it is entirely proper and
useful for the Governor General to make
sure that she has access to a wide assort-
ment of voices and opinions on all issues
of national debate and concern. But this
process is most useful when it is done out
of the public/media eye, as it is only with
such discretion that a Governor General
can then pass on to her Prime Minister
and government what she hears and
senses in a context within which the gov-
ernment will be willing to listen, weigh
and profit from that advice even if it runs
contrary to its current policy and/or its
political interest.

Additionally, the Governor General,
as Commander in Chief, clearly has a
special interest in the well-being of HM’s
Canadian Forces. However, this aspect of
her position does not give her a policy
role – but, as always, the right to encour-
age, warn and advise

If it is indeed true, as media reports
have alleged, that the Governor General
and Prime Minister had for many
months not sat down one on one with
each other, this is to be regretted – and
inevitably the result is media mischief
and greater misunderstanding, not to
mention the lack of possibly valuable
exchanges.

It is imperative than when hosting
foreign heads of state, especially ones
with whom there exists a conjunction of
interests that is charged and controver-
sial, and when the setting is more than a
one-on-one meeting – which factors
were true of the much-discussed dinner
with Mr Karzai – that there be no ques-
tion of any perception arising that the
Governor General is conducting her own
foreign policy, or advancing a personal
agenda or differing in any way from her
Ministers who have the sole constitution-
al responsibility to conduct Canada’s for-
eign policy. This becomes the more vital
in a minority Parliament with a relative-
ly new government; and this advice car-
ries even more weight when that govern-
ment might feel, justifiably or not, that
the incumbent Governor General is very
much a creature/reflection of the previ-
ous government which recommended
her appointment.

It certainly does not help the
Governor General or the prestige of her
Office, for reports to persist that a very
different message from the Ministry’s
views is being conveyed to the President
of Afghanistan under her auspices and
roof and, some would say, with deliberate
intent. (Just in the same way as it would
not be helpful for her to express a con-
trary opinion to that of her government

on any controversial matter.) It might be
in this instance that at this moment a
majority of public opinion could seem
more sympathetic to those views as
opposed to the Government’s position;
but a Governor General who at any time
is seen to court favour with public and/or
media in a way embarrassing to or inim-
ical to the interests of her Advisors, in the
long run intrudes the Office and thus the
Crown into the partisan political process;
almost invites the media and the
Opposition parties to take advantage of
the apparent division of opinion; and so
threatens the short-term relationship
network and long-term credibility and
survival of the institution whose sole
basis of credibility is in partisan neutral-
ity and absolute discretion.

This all unfolds in the ironic context
whereby many at Rideau Hall, during
recent incumbencies, have promoted the
view that the Governor General is “Head
of State,” in fact for all intents and pur-
poses The Sovereign’s equal. Were this
true, there would arise the perception
that in the present case, the Governor
General is not acting exactly as a consti-
tutional monarch but rather like a politi-
cal “player.” For The Queen would never
dream of letting herself be put into a sit-
uation whereby the present controversy
would occur. And even if such a report
were to surface, her impeccable conduct
over many decades would lead all to
doubt the veracity of those reports.
Rideau Hall cannot have its cake and eat
it too! Ironically, this sort of contretemps
might tempt any Prime Minister in
future to recommend to Her Majesty the
appointment as Governor General of
amiable non-entities rather than individ-
uals of distinct excellence and sophisti-
cated intelligence. Whether this really
serves the interest of the Office and the
country is for those at Rideau Hall to
assess.

The present situation of obvious
uneasiness between governor and gov-
ernment underscores the fact that, lack-
ing institutional memory at the senior
level, and apparently without close ties to
the present Ministry, this Governor
General stands in sore need of appoint-
ments to her Household of experienced
and seasoned hands. Those talents are
available. They may need to be thrust
onto Rideau Hall.

CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP:
PRISONS OF HISPANIOLA
AND CANADA

The Governor General traveled to the
Supreme Court of Canada on February
16th in order to preside over a special
Ceremony to mark the 60th anniversary
of Canadian Citizenship, established in
1947. Incredibly, her remarks made no
reference whatsoever to The Queen,
exemplar of good citizenship, to whom
the members of the eighteen families
joining the full life of our nation were
about to swear allegiance. In her
remarks, Her Excellency appropriately
referred to her own pride at obtaining
citizenship after her escape from Haiti,
“which had become a prison for my family
because of its ruthless dictatorship.” How
appropriate would have been a segue to
the sentiment uttered by her spouse, M.
LaFond, in a different context “And so it
was with pride I swore allegiance – as you
are about to do – to The Queen of Canada,
who loves her people and whose constitu-

tional position exemplifies freedom.” Has
Mme Jean perhaps exchanged her diffi-
cult life in Haiti for a prison of a different
kind, thralldom to novel constitutional
theories enunciated by some at Rideau
Hall?

LETTERS OF CREDENCE:
INCREDIBLE!

The Harper government has been
stalled in its good Monarchical inten-
tions in respect to the Letters of Credence
issue. Put simply, the Martin government
(with no fanfare, during the Christmas
holiday two years ago) removed The
Queen’s name from the diplomatic
letters by which Ambassadors are ex -
changed amongst civilized nations. It was

argued – sound familiar? – that every-
thing the Governor General does is in
The Queen’s name, so what’s the big
deal? Powerful forces in the Foreign
Affairs Department claimed that the old
nomenclature “confused” other coun-
tries. Twaddle! The notion that the con-
cept of HM’s shared sovereignty taxes the
intelligence of sophisticated diplomats
when any schoolchild can grasp it in five
minutes boggles the mind.! Sadly, though
not surprisingly, complicit in these new
arrangements was Rideau Hall, ever
seeking to position the Governor General
as some sort of potentate independent of
The Queen. And in the meantime, a sim-
ilar course has been adopted by Australia
and New Zealand.

Of course, we respect our Sovereign’s
wise concern about the matter becoming
an undignified political football, tossed
back and forth between successive
minority governments. And in 2007
there is no need to follow bygone prac-
tice and shuttle these Letters between
Palace and GG. But if Mr Harper should
obtain his majority, might he not feel
able to advise Her Majesty that these
Letters’ wording be restored to reflect
constitutional reality?

All that is needed – without requiring
so much as an Order-in-Council – is to
reinstate The Queen’s Titles and “On be -
half of and in the name of Elizabeth II.”
We feel certain Mr Harper will continue
to do his best to make rectify this admit-
tedly obscure but no less significant piece
of extra-constitutional obfuscation
which he inherited. The PM would thus
both re-affirm The Queen as Canada’s
Head of State and rebuke the Foreign
Affairs bureaucrats determined to deny
this proud reality.

MICHAEL JACKSON, CVO:
MOST LOYAL SERVANT
OF THE MAPLE CROWN

The name of Michael Jackson rings
familiarly to readers of CMN. For dec -
ades from his Prairie re doubt he has pre -
sided over a host of initiatives mon -
archical which have in turn in spired his
colleagues and friends in the Vice-Regal,
Protocol and Honours and Awards fields
across our land. He has placed Saskat -
chewan in the forefront of an im agina -
tive and complete Honours System – of
themed Royal Home comings, carefully
conceived and thoughtfully executed,
both official and working; of creating a
most glorious equestrian statue honour-
ing our Queen; and, above all, of educat-
ing his confrères, as his fellow citizens, in
the importance of the system of gover-
nance we have inherited and adapted as
our own. He has done all this and much
more with the
complete support
of Premiers and
Ministers and
back benchers rep-
resenting all politi-
cal parties in the
shifting sands of
the province’s pol-
itics.

Frugal in habits
yet large in vision;
a private person
and devoted hus-
band and father
who has truly been
able to “walk with Kings nor lose the
common touch”; a man of faith who, son
of an Archbishop, serves as a Perpetual
Deacon of his Church; a skilled practi-
tioner of the exacting art of simultaneous
translation; a proud graduate of Trinity
College yet utterly a man of the West –
Michael Jackson defies quick analysis and
deserves a fuller tribute than these few
lines can possibly encompass.

Reflecting the personal gratitude of
the Sovereign whom and whose Family
he has served with his all, he has rightly
received from that Majesty, in her own
gift, and from her own hands, the highest
Honour she can bestow on a Canadian
subject, Commander of her Royal
Victorian Order. We use the term “sub-
ject” advisedly. It exactly defines Michael
Jackson’s life of useful, selfless duty.

ORDER OF CANADA
APPOINTMENT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Behold, I shew you a mystery” –
these words will be familiar to afficiona-
dos of Handel’s Messiah. Sadly, our sub-
ject is not so numinous. We merely ask
why on earth Rideau Hall’s biennial
announcement of appointments to the
Order of Canada have for many years
come at such unpredictably irregular
intervals, far distant from the expected
and customary dates of New Year’s Day
and Canada Day?

This year’s Canadian “New Year’s” list
was announced February 20, 2007, with
the proviso “These appointments have
been in effect since October 5, 2006,” pre-
sumably the date when Her Excellency
sanctioned the recommendations of the
Advisory Committee. The summer
announcement came July 24, more than
three weeks after Canada Day, a date pre-
sumably not intended to commemorate

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Michael Jackson, CVO,
exemplary servant

of the Maple Crown

In the Name on and Behalf of

Elizabeth II
by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom, Canada

and Her other Realms and Territories Queen,
Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith

Adrienne Clarkson
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada

To His Excellency
Denis Sassou-Nguesso

President of the Republic of Congo

Your Excellency,

Wishing to promote the relations of friendship and good
understanding which happily exist between our two countries, I have
decided to accredit to You

Jean-Pierre Bolduc
in the character of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Canada.

The experience which I have had of his talents and zeal assures
Me that the selection I have made will be perfectly agreeable to You,
and that he will discharge his important duties in such a manner as to
merit Your approbation and esteem.

I, therefore, request that You will give entire credence to all that
he shall say to You in My name, more especially when he shall convey
to You the assurances of the lively interest which I take in everything
that affects the welfare and prosperity of Your country.

Given at My Government House, this
day of            , Two Thousand and Four

Your Good Friend,

✘
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the 2001 assumption of Prime Min -
isterial power in Bulgaria by its former
King, Simeon! Working backwards, we
notice an announcement on February 3,
2006, not quite so remote as this year’s –
though the cynical might observe that
given the passage of a month, a more
monarchically- oriented Rideau Hall
might have decided to wait three more
days and link these appointments to
Accession Day – it being a now seldom-
stated fact, excised from Government
House media releases, that The Queen is
Sovereign of the Order.

There is a serious point to all this: like
anything else, an Honours System
becomes woven into the fabric of civil
society by the predictability of its
announcements. New Year’s Day and our
national holiday are apt times for those
deemed our best and brightest to be
identified, feted – and held out as exam-
ples for all of us to emulate. And the light
“hard news” cycle surrounding these fes-
tivals allows for more media coverage
than they generally receive when ran-
domly announced. How would children
react to an Easter Bunny whose eggs
arrived two months late? Or how about
the Grey Cup in February? The Stanley
Cup in September? Maple Syrup in July?

At risk of being dubbed colonialist
sycophants, we feel constrained to re -
mark that the Palace’s Honours List –
many times larger – appears like clock-
work at midnight on December 31 and
on the eve of The Queen’s Official
Birthday in Britain. What is HM’s secret?
Will she share it with her Canadian min-
ions? Would they listen if she did?

LYNDA HAVERSTOCK
& MYRA FREEMAN

It is instructive, a lesson in contrasting
political environments, that these two
women who have recently stepped down
as Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan
and Nova Scotia, respectively, encoun-
tered such different experiences during
their time in Office. Dr Haverstock
enjoyed enormous popularity and posi-
tive media attention, so much that she
was prevailed upon to remain an extra
year, and more, to greet The Queen and
preside over many events during the cel-
ebration of Saskatchewan’s Centennial.
Mrs Freeman’s time, on the other hand,
was dogged by public controversy,
including highly-personal attacks from
Members of the Legislature and the
media, mainly centering on expenditures
for the maintenance of Government
House, the oldest of these historic build-
ings still in use in the Commonwealth,

and the responsibility of her government
to maintain.

So why should one’s time be praised
to the skies? And the other’s felt to have
been somewhat difficult? Though very
different personalities, each was imagina-
tive, unstinting in their hospitality, abun-
dant in energy, supported by an intelli-
gent and no-less-committed spouse and
thoroughly devoted to the Crown and to
the unstinting public service exemplified
by the Sovereign.

We think the difference lies in the
political milieu in which each operated.
Saskatchewan, thanks to Protocol Chief
Michael Jackson’s skillful process of edu-
cation, longevity in office and complete
loyalty, supports its LG and proceeds by
careful bi-partisan consensus to under-
take heritage and ceremonial projects
(such as the re-furbishment of Gov ern -
ment House, plethora of Royal Home -
comings, erection of an equestrian
statute of The Queen) in which civil soci-
ety takes pride. Nova Scotia’s Governor
lacks the same lovingly-tended playing
field, the carefully-prepared infrastruc-
ture of support that Saskatchewan’s
enjoys. Its partisanship seems more bitter
and visceral, spilling over from matters of
serious public policy onto the Lieutenant
Governor’s feet. Its vice-regal office is
detached from Government House, and
is minimally though diligently staffed.
Ironically, this nursery of Confederation
seems to take an almost perverse pride in
questioning expenditures and holding to
obloquy individuals trying to do their
best, who – as in Their Honours’ case –
could otherwise be enjoying their private
lives outside the penumbra of the genial
attentions of critical media.

We salute both of these good servants
of The Queen, and we remind Myra
Freeman that history will, rightly, be
kinder to her than some of her grand-
standing critics. And how could we not
love the last vice-regal in Canada to wear
so proudly the traditional uniform of the
position?

Lynda Haverstock at Farewell Ceremony
on Legislature Grounds, Regina

In The Next Issue of
Canadian Monarchist News
• Crown & Country in 2007 – a perspective on the

Crown’s role in forming the new Canada by the
distinguished author and educator, Jacques Monet, sj

• Honours of the Crown – An overview of a little-
understood subject by Dr Michael Jackson, CVO

• Tittle Tattle with the Titled – wonderful anecdotes
from the distinguished soldier and Monarchist League
co-Founder, the late Col. Strome Galloway

CROWN to the imaginative souls
responsible for The Queen’s website

at www.royal.gov.uk, who have recently
added an extensive section on the
Commonwealth Realms. It is good that
The Sovereign’s constitutional role out-
side Britain is thus given its proper recog-
nition – and it also serves as an antidote
to the relative paucity of current infor-
mation about the Monarchy on
Canadian government websites. (See
below).

CROWN to Canada Post Cor por a -
tion. After managing to keep in stock

throughout 2006 a beautiful domestic
letter-rate stamp honouring The Queen’s
80th birthday, the good folks at the Post
Office promptly produced a new “perma-
nent” first-class definitive stamp of Her
Majesty, a compulsory item for all CPC-
owned outlets. Never again will each an -
nual rate increase make monarchists
anxious as to whether a re-designed

Queen stamp will again appear. As well,
Canadians will appreciate the ease of
using the pre-gummed stamps in book-
lets of ten – and if their local franchise
store (such as a convenience mart) does-
n’t respond to their entreaties to carry
same (for which we award a MACE in
advance) the stamps can easily be pur-
chased on-line (see back cover of this
periodical.) Next on the agenda, how
about Queen’s stamps denominated for
US and International letters, so that we
can share our pride in our Head of State
with our friends across the border and
overseas?

CROWN to Reuters, whose Global
Managing Editor, David Schlesinger,

responded thoughtfully to Dominion
Vice-Chairman Gavin Guthrie’s letter
complaining that the worldwide news
service constantly referred to HM as
“Britain’s Queen Elizabeth” and pointing
out the need to make sure of more accu-
rate terminology when disseminating
material in the Commonwealth Realms.
Mr Schlesinger explained the difficulty of
“complex nuances” in a brief picture cap-
tion, but thanked Gavin for reminding
the service “of the importance of paying
heed to the context of Her Majesty’s
actions and making that as clear as possi-
ble in our writing.” The particular inci-
dent that provoked Gavin’s intervention
was the The Queen’s July 14th meeting
with Prime Minister Harper in London,
captioned “Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
greets Canadian Prime Minister...”

CROWN to Dame Helen Mirren,
star of The Queen. While we don’t

particularly like the notion of making
movies depicting living members of the
Royal Family, not to mention one focus-
ing on so painful a period in its own –
thus our – story, there is much to admire
in the production. But we especially
salute Dame Helen for her gracious trib-
ute to the Sovereign, Oscar held high, at

the Academy Awards. “For 50 years and
more, Elizabeth Windsor has maintained
her dignity, her sense of duty – and her
hairstyle. She has had her feet planted
firmly on the ground, her hat on her head
and her handbag on her arm. She has
weathered many, many storms. And I
salute her courage and her consistency and
I thank her because if it wasn’t for her I
most certainly would not be here.” She
ended her speech by holding up the
Oscar statuette and saying: “Ladies and
gentlemen, I give you the Queen.” It was a
class act. The more so as we gather it
was the culmination of a journey from
republicanism – “I must say I slowly fell in
love with her.” Now if the film could only
be revised to remove the false note of
HM’s condescension to Tony Blair at the
start of his premiership (The Queen
never acts in such a way) and to re-cast
and re-jig the portrayal of The Queen
Mother in caricature. But we are straying

outside our field of expertise... and yes,
we admit that along with everyone we’ve
spoken to, we thoroughly enjoyed the
film even though we feel rather guilty for
saying so!

MACE to the Canadian Heritage De -
partment for not maintaining up-to-

date the list of Royal Visits and other in -
formation on their attractive and useful
“The Canadian Monarchy” website sec-
tion www.pch.gc.ca/progs/cpsc-ccsp/fr-
rf/index_e.cfm

CROWNS & MACES
Royal Website includes Realms ~ Canada Post in

Permanent Mode ~ A Gracious Mirren
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London, March 2: A three-judge panel
overturned a decision by Deputy
Royal Coroner Elizabeth Butler-Sloss
that she would sit alone, without a
jury, in the Inquest into the death
of Diana, Princess of Wales and
Dodi Fayed. Lawyers representing
Mohamed al-Fayed sought the ruling
by arguing that Butler-Sloss’ former
position as Deputy Coroner of The

Queen’s Household meant that she “lacked independ-
ence” to assess various allegations, and that the pres-
ence of a jury would assure “proper care” was taken in
the case. The Inquest is set to begin in May.

Clarence House, February 22:
Prince Harry’s Office and the
Defense Ministry announced
jointly that “His Royal High -
ness Prince Harry will deploy
to Iraq later this year.” The
Prince, known in his Regi -
ment as Cornet Wales, had
made it clear he would quit
the military if he could not
accompany his comrades in
the Blues and Royals to the
dangerous war zone in May
or June of this year. Harry’s
duties will involve leading a
troop of 12 men in four
armed reconnaissance vehi-

cles – the London tabloids reported that an SAS unit
would shadow the Prince. He was said to be “over the
moon” and delighted to be the first Royal to serve in a
combat zone since his Uncle, Andrew, the Duke of
York, flew decoy helicopters in the Falklands War of
1982.

Rideau Hall, February 20: The Gov -
ernor General announced 89 ap -
pointments in the Order of Canada,
including, as Officers, diplomat
Ross Campbell, journalist Peter
Desbarats and artist Gerald Mc -
Master; and, as Members, interna-
tional youth activist Craig Kiel -
burger, philanthropist Eric Molson
and former Canada AM host
Valerie Pringle.

Ottawa, February 19: The first Military Valour decora-
tions to be awarded since their creation in 1993 were
presented by the Governor General to six members of
HM Canadian Forces for their service in Afghanistan.
The awards included two Stars of Military Valour
(SMV) and four Medals of Military Valour (MMV).
The Star is second only to the Victoria Cross as recog-
nition of gallantry in the face of the enemy.

Guelph, February 14: A former Canadian Equerry to
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, and close friend
of many members of the Royal Family, Colonel Robert
H. Hilborn, LVO, MBE, CD, died age 88. Col Hilborn
combined his career as an insurance executive with
military and public service. He was a former CO and
then Hon Colonel of the Toronto Scottish Regiment,
and a Past President of institutions ranging from the
Toronto Board of Trade to the Empire Club of Canada
and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Ottawa, February 5: The Minister of National Defence
announced the appointment of former Governor
General Adrienne Clarkson as Colonel-in-Chief of the
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry Regiment,
succeeding Countess Mountbatten of Burma after 30
years’ service. Mme Clarkson is the first Canadian to be
named a Colonel-in-Chief of a Regiment.

London, January 26: The News of the World’s Royal
Affairs Editor, Clive Goodman, was jailed for four
months for hacking into the cellular telephones of
members of the Royal Family’s Household in an effort
to obtain scoops for his newspaper. Security concerns
had arisen when Goodman was able to listen to voice
mail messages left for the Prince of Wales’ Press
Secretary and two officials who work for Princes
William and Harry. The sentencing was followed by the
resignation of the News of the World’s Editor, Andy
Coulson.

London, January 17: The Queen approved the appoint-
ment of the first female commander in the history of
The King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery. Major Erica
Bridge, 34, is to lead the Regiment whose duties
include firing 41-gun Salutes on Royal occasions. The
Troop will guard Buckingham Palace this summer
while the Household Calvary is on leave.

Camberley, December 15 –
Prince William graduated
from Sandhurst and com-
menced his career as a
military officer. The Queen
re view ed the new Second
Lieu tenants, stopping to chat
with her grandson for a few
moments. Also present were
The Duke of Edinburgh, the
Prince of Wales and Duchess
of Cornwall – and William’s
girlfriend Kate Middleton.
Army officials and the Palace
subsequently made clear that,

as heir to the Throne, the Prince would not be posted
to Iraq or any other combat zone.

London, December 11: The Queen wrapped up a
round of celebrations for her 80th birthday by throw-
ing a dinner and dance for family and 300 of her clos-
est friends at the Ritz.

Buckingham Palace, November 16: In a rare personal
tribute to the work of her consort, The Queen spoke of
the Duke of Edinburgh’s “insight, courage and determi-
nation” at a Palace Reception honouring the Golden
Jubilee of the inception of the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme. HM spoke of Prince Philip’s “watchful
eye” over the organization’s international expansion,
and added “For these remarkable achievements, you
have my deep and enduring admiration – an admiration
which words alone can never fully express.”

Ottawa, November 7: Mary de
Bellefeuille-Percy died age 63; she
had recently retired from Rideau
Hall after 18 years spent serving
five Governors General. After
serv ing as Director of Inform a -
tion Services, she became Direc -
tor of Honours in the Office of
the Secretary to the Governor

Gen eral. In this role Mme Percy acted as master of cer-
emonies for countless investitures and other functions
at The Queen’s Canadian Residence, a familiar figure
standing at a podium to the right of Their Excellencies.
At her retirement party on June 30, the Governor
General said “Mary, herself, is irreplaceable.” Sadly, she
did not live to know that The Queen had appointed her
a Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian Order (LVO), a
posthumous exercise of the Sovereign’s personal favour
announced in the New Year’s Honours List.

Rideau Hall, October 27: The Governor General an -
nounc ed the appointment of three Heralds Extra -
ordinary within the Canadian Heraldic Authority:

Royal Round-up
A Miscellany of News you might have Missed from the Realms and from Monarchies Overseas

Harry to Iraq... GG presents Valour Decorations... Clarkson named Colonel-in-Chief of the Princess Pat’s... Queen Lauds Philip...
Michael of Romania turns 85... RMC Prof in Oath Row... New LGs Installed... Canadian Appointed CH...

Princess Royal at Somme Commemoration... New Flag Half-Mast Guidelines

Soldier Prince: Harry
to serve in Iraq

Craig Kielburger,
ap pointed to Order
of Canada

Coroner Butler-
Sloss, to conduct
Diana In quest

The Governor General presents Canada’s first Star of Miliary
Valour to Major William Hilton Fletcher of Alberta. The cita-
tion reads: “As Officer Commanding C Company, Task Force
Afghanistan, from January to August 2006, Major Fletcher re -
peat edly demonstrated extraordinary bravery by exposing him-
self to intense fire while leading his forces, on foot, to assault
heavily defended enemy positions. On two occasions, the sol-
diers at his side were struck by enemy fire. He immediately ren-
dered first aid and then continued to head the subsequent
assaults. On these occasions and in ensuing combat actions, his
selfless courage, tactical acumen and effective command were
pivotal to the success of his company in defeating a determined
opponent.” A very gallant gentleman!

Former Equerry to Queen Mother Col. Robert Hilborn (in kilt
directly behind Her Majesty) during 1965 visit to The Toronto
Scottish Regiment

Putting on the Ritz at 80: The Queen entertains nearest and
dearest

Mary de Bellefeuille-Percy, LVO – “the voice of Rideau Hall”
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Roger Lindsay of Toronto; Dr
Helen Mussallem, CC, of Ottawa
and Van couver; and the Rt Rev D.
Ralph Spence of Hamilton. (Spence
is the Anglican Bishop of Niagara
who has recently announced his
retirement.) Heralds Extraordinary
occasionally perform duties on
behalf of the Authority, and lend
their expertise to its councils.

Bucharest, October 25: His Majesty King Michael of
Romania, accompanied by Queen Anna and members
of his family, and Ambassadors from many countries,
celebrated his 85th birthday at home, in the Elizabeth
Palace, which occasion also marked the 125th
Anniversary of Romanian sovereignty and the 140th
Anniversary of the founding of the Royal Family.

Ottawa, October 24: The media reported that an officer
in HM’s Canadian Forces who teaches Physics at Royal
Military College, Kingston, has filed suit in Federal
Court against the “degrading” policy requiring CF
members to toast The Queen and salute during the
playing of The Royal Anthem. Capt. Aralt Mac Giolla
Chainnigh (who legally changed his name from Harold
Kenny to its Irish equivalent) claims “institutional
harassment” at the obligation of recognizing a “foreign
monarch.” Chief of Defence Staff Gen Rick Hillier and
the CF Grievance Board had previously rejected
Chainnigh’s complaint, with the Board ruling that
“The inclusion of The Queen at CF events is not just hol-
low pomp and ceremony; it is an acknowledgement of
Canada’s Head of State.” It cited the provisions of the
National Defence Act that the CF are “the Armed Forces
of Her Majesty raised by Canada” and thus loyalty is not
a violation of constitutional rights. Indeed, it observed
that had Kenny objected to the Oath to HM in 1978
when he first joined the Forces, he would never have
been enrolled.

St Petersburg, September 28: Prince
and Princess Michael of Kent

represented The Queen as the re -
mains of Tsaritsa Maria Feodo -
rovna, Mother of the last Czar
of Russia, were interred in the
Fortress of SS Peter and Paul
beside her husband Czar Alex -

ander III and near the remains
of her martyred son and grand-

children. Crowds of Russians lined
the streets as the cortege passed
by, having received transport
from Danish and Russian mili-
tary vessels, and full military hon-

ours. The ceremony was presided over by the Patriarch
of the Russian Orthodox Church. Others in attendance
included Crown Prince Frederik and Princess Mary of
Denmark, President Putin and members of the
Romanov family. The Tsaritsa, born a Princess of the
Danish Royal Family – and sister of Queen Alexandra
of Britain – had previously been buried in Copenhagen
where she had lived in exile until her death in 1928.
The fulfillment of the Tsaritsa’s wish was the personal
initiative of President Putin, who contacted Queen
Margrethe II of Denmark to secure support for the
reburial.

Auckland, September
10: King Tupou IV of
Tonga died in hospital
after a reign of 44 years,
and was buried with an
elaborate traditional
fun eral attended by
TRH The Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester
on behalf of The
Queen. His successor,
known as George, takes

the Throne amidst some controversy over profits made
from his extensive business empire which he has now
pledged himself to divest.

Quebec City, September 10: The 22nd Biennial NDP
Convention ended without considering a controversial
resolution proposing to abolish the Monarchy. Pierre
Ducasse, Quebec advisor to the party leader, Jack
Layton, said that Canada’s status “isn’t the country’s top
priority right now.”

Halifax, September 7:
Mayann Francis was
sworn in as the 31st
Lieutenant Governor of
Nova Scotia, succeeding
Myra Freeman. She is
only the second black
vice-regal in Canada,
Lincoln Alexander of
Ontario having been
the first to serve The
Queen in that capacity.

Ms Francis was previously the province’s Ombudsman,
and Director of the Nova Scotia Human Rights
Commission. Her Honour will live in a condo in
downtown Halifax and enjoy the use of an expanded
suite of offices in a government building for the next
two years while historic Government House is enjoying
a major refurbishment. In her Installation Address, Her
Honour said: “Since I was a child I have had a fascina-
tion with the Monarchy and have held it in awe...I will
represent Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to the best of
my ability for as long as I am honoured with this role.”

Tokyo, September 6:
Prince Akishino and
Prin cess Kiko rejoiced in
the birth of their baby
boy, the first male heir to
be born into the Imperial
Family in forty years.
Third in line to the Chry -
santhemum Throne, the
child will cool enthusi-
asm for allowing a
woman to succeed, as
mooted by some reform-
minded royalists.

Whitehall, August 28: King George V
approved of proceedings against a
pretender to the Throne who was
hold ing public meetings under the
banner of ‘A New King, a New
Country’, “so long as it is quite under-
stood that His Majesty is in no way
responsible for the initiation of them.”
The flap came to light in a Home
Office file released by the National
Archives. It revealed that Anthony

Hall, a victim of a poison gas attack at Ypres, was
claiming the Throne as a direct male descendant of
Henry VIII, through a secret son born to Anne Boleyn
before she became Henry‘s second wife. Some of Hall’s
meetings attracted up to 600 – at one rally he stated he
would have no hesitation “in shooting the King like a
dog.” The Birmingham magistrates’ threat to jail him
for two months put paid to his ambitions, and Hall
died in 1947, leaving no male heir.

Regina, August 1: Dr Gordon L. Barnhart was installed
as 20th Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan in suc-
cession to Lynda Haverstock. His Honour had previ-
ously served as Clerk of the province’s Legislative
Assembly, and as Clerk of the Senate and Clerk of the
Parliaments in Ottawa before returning to Saskat -
chewan to teach and serve the University of Saskat -
chewan as Secretary.

Charlottetown, July 31: Barbara Hager man
was installed as 27th Lieu tenant Gov ernor
of Prince Edward Island. Her Honour took
up the post after a lengthy career in musi-
cal performance and teaching.

Calgary, July 16: Frank Mac -
Kinnon, prominent pol itical
scientist and author, died in
Calgary age 87. The son of a
Prince Edward Island Lieu -
tenant Gover nor, Mac Kin -
non served as Principal of
Prince of Wales College
(which subsequently be -
came the Univer sity of PEI)
for 20 years, combining his
constitutional interest with
a love for the arts. Ap point -
ed Officer of the Order of

Canada in 1969, he was a founding member of the
Canada Council for the Arts. In The Crown in Canada,
MacKinnon coined the phrase “constitutional fire
extinguishers” to describe the role of the vice-regal rep-
resentatives; he also spoke out against the appointment
of partisan politicians to the Governor-Generalcy.

Toronto, July 5: The media reported
that Canadian biomedical re search -
er Dr Anthony Pawson, of Toronto,
who was born in Britain but has
lived for many years in Canada, is to
receive the Order of the Com -
panions of Honour. Dr Pawson
joins former Prime Ministers
Pearson and Diefenbaker and Gen
John de Chastelain as only the
fourth Canadian to join the Order,
which lies in The Queen’s personal

gift and is limited to 65 living members.

Beaumont Hamel, Somme, June 30: HRH The Princess
Royal, Colonel-in-Chief, the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment, attended Dinner at Beaumont Hamel
Newfoundland Memorial to commemorate the 90th
Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.

Ottawa, May 31: The Department of Canadian Herit -
age issued new guidelines for half-masting the Flag on
the Peace Tower, which it dubbed “a dramatic visual
statement that speaks to the sense of loss that is shared”
by all citizens. Full half-masting (from the time of
death to the conclusion of the funeral) is now reserved
only for The Queen, her immediate family, the Gov er -
nor General and Lieutenant Governors, current and
former Prime Ministers, current cabinet ministers and
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada.
Others – including the so-called “minor Royals”, mem-
bers of the Privy Council, sitting Parliamentarians, and
senior diplomats, are honoured by having the Flag low-
ered only on the day of their funeral.

(left) Lady Louise Alice Elizabeth Mountbatten-
Windsor, two-year-old daughter of the Earl and
Countess of Wessex, embarking on The Queen’s
Hebridean cruise in late July. As an 80th birth-
day present to herself, HM chartered a converted
car ferry (MV Hebridean Princess, above) to
allow members of her family to enjoy a holiday
with a similar route to her former annual excur-
sion on Britannia.

Roger Lindsay, AdeC,
appointed Herald

Extra ordinary

On her wedding day,
Tsarina Maria Feodo -
rovna, now at rest in
Russia

King laid to rest on sacred Tonga
island

Hon Mayann Francis, sworn as
NS Lieutenant Governor

Japanese succession assured:
Prince Hisahito leaves hospital
with his happy parents Prince
Akishino and Princess Kiko

Royal Pretender
stifled by magis-
trates

Prince Edward Is land’s new vice-regal couple

Frank MacKinnon escorting
The Queen to a Royal Com -
mand Performance during
1964 Royal Visit marking
the Centenary of the Char -
lotte town Conference

Toronto scientist Dr
Anthony Pawson re -
ceives rare Royal
Honour

Three Canadians
Appointed By Queen

to Royal Victorian Order
New Year’s Honours recognize

Andrew’s former Headmaster, Duke of
Edinburgh Award Royal Tour organizer
and long-serving Rideau Hall official

CVO
JTM “Terry” Guest, former Executive Director
of Round Square and former Headmaster of
Lakefield College School, Lakefield, Ontario.

LVO
Christopher James Carnegie, for services to the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Charter for
Business (Canada) – Chris topher, who serves as
Hon Executive Assistant to TRH The Earl &
Countess of Wessex, organizes their frequent
Can adian Homecomings and has also arranged
tours by Prince Philip.

LVO
Mrs Mary De Bellefeuille Percy, former Director
of Honours Chancellery, Gov ernment House,
Ottawa.
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by Michael Jackson

Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, is
count ed as a friend of Saskatchewan.
Premier Lorne Calvert made that clear,
pointing out that the Earl’s visit in June
2006 was his fourth to the province – the
most by any member of the Royal Family
other than the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh. Prince Edward first came in
1978 with his parents, then on his own in
1994 and 2003. The 1994 tour was the
first of the so-called “working visits”,
arranged by the province in conjunction
with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards,
rather than “official visits” coordinated
by Ottawa. The 2003 and 2006 visits fol-
lowed the same format.

In 2003 the Earl had spent four busy
days celebrating municipal centennials,
opening the First Nations University of
Canada and taking up his position as
Colonel-in-Chief of the Saskatchewan
Dragoons, an army reserve unit in Moose
Jaw. Three years later his tour focused on
his particular interests in Saskatchewan.

First and foremost was the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Young Canadians
Chal lenge – the successful program for
development of leadership and talent
among young people founded by the
Earl’s father, Prince Philip. The Earl of
Wessex is chairman of the international
council and takes a lively interest in the
award program and its recipients. Soon
after arriving in Regina on June 1st on
commercial flights from London via Cal -
gary, the Earl was in the midst of a recep-
tion for Duke of Edinburgh Award par-
ticipants and volunteers. Remarks by His
Royal Highness were followed by a dance
and musical performance, displays about
the Award program and informal mixing
with young people participating in the
program.

The morning of June 2nd was again
devoted to the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award. Traditionally, the top level of the
program, the Gold Award, is presented by
Prince Philip or another member of the

Royal Family, and the Earl of Wessex did
the honours in Regina, presenting Gold
Awards to forty outstanding young
achievers.

The Earl had requested a return visit
to “Depot” Division, the national train-
ing academy of the Royal Canadian
Mount ed Police in Regina, which he had
last toured in 1994. All RCMP recruits
receive their basic training at “Depot”,
which is considered the “home of the
RCMP”. As the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh had done a year earlier, Prince
Edward placed a wreath at the cenotaph
bearing the names of all RCMP members
who lost their lives on duty, inspected the
parade of current cadets and visited the
historic chapel dating back to 1885, the
oldest building in Regina. He then met
with cadets in seven different classes,
rang ing from communications skills to
theft scenarios.

The remainder of the afternoon was
spent at Regina’s Globe Theatre, of which
the Earl has been royal patron since 1992
– the first patronage he granted in
Canada. He had attended special per-
formances in 1994 and 2003, on the lat-
ter occasion naming the theatre’s home
“The Prince Edward Building”. This time
he toured newly-renovated facilities and
attended the launch of the Globe’s the-
atre school program.

The evening of June 2nd marked a
very special occasion for the Province of
Saskatchewan: the Earl of Wessex was in -
vested as an honorary member of the
Saskatchewan Order of Merit, the highest
honour of the provincial Crown. The first
and only other honorary member of the
Order is the Prince of Wales, who was
invested in 2001. Lieutenant Governor
Lynda Haverstock presided at the in -
vestiture in the new Queen Elizabeth II
Wing of Government House Heritage
Prop erty, opened by Her Majesty in May
2005. It was the author’s privilege to pres-
ent the Earl to Her Honour for in vestiture
(see citation elsewhere). This was Prince
Edward’s second Saskat che wan honour,
as both he and the Countess had received
the Saskatchewan Cen ten nial Medal in
2005. After the ceremony, the Earl toured
the J.E.N. Wiebe Inter pretive Centre on
the Crown, also open ed by the Queen in
2005, and was guest of honour at a black-
tie dinner hosted by the Lieutenant
Governor and the Premier.

The Saskatchewan Dragoons ar rang -
ed a program for their Colonel-in-Chief

on June 3rd in Moose Jaw. First of all, the
Earl, in Canadian Forces combat uni-
form, joined his troops on a rifle range
near the city, firing a weapon, sharing
field rations with the soldiers and riding
in a light armoured vehicle. Then, after a
quick change into regular army uniform
with decorations, he officially opened the
regimental museum in the Moose Jaw
Armoury.

The final event of the visit was a
 regimental dinner of the Saskatchewan
Dragoons at the mess of 15 Wing Moose
Jaw. The Earl was resplendent in his third
Canadian uniform of the day, regimental
mess kit, featuring the neck-badge of his
Saskatchewan Order of Merit and his
Saskatchewan Centennial Medal in min -
ia ture. His Royal Highness witnessed the
presentation by the Lieutenant Governor
of the Saskatchewan Protective Services
Medal to the commanding officer of the
Saskatchewan Dragoons, Major Brad
Hrycyna, for twenty-five years of service

to the army reserve in the province; and
of the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal to
a number of soldiers, including some
who had seen service overseas. This
marked the last presentation of honours
by Dr. Haverstock before retiring from
office two months later – and the last
such event for the author as secretary of
the Saskatchewan honours program.

The next day the Earl flew to Calgary
to join the Countess for their Alberta and
British Columbia programs. Saskatch -
ewan looks forward to future visits for
his regiment, his theatre and the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Awards – and for nurturing
his friendship with the people of our
province.
Ed: During the same trip, Their Royal
Highnesses also visited Calgary, the centre-
piece of the visit being a Gala Dinner at the
Palliser Hotel to mark the 50th An niver -
sary of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards. The
evening raised over $500,000 in support of
the Canadian Award Scheme.

The Earl of Wessex Returns to Saskatchewan

Citation for His Royal Highness The Earl of Wessex
Investiture with the Saskatchewan Order of Merit

Government House, Regina
June 2, 2006

Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, fulfils his royal vocation with originality and
verve. Early on, he completed a remarkable transition from the exigencies of
military training to the very different de mands of theatrical employment and
television entrepreneurship – a unique and challenging career path for a mem-
ber of the Royal Family and one which he pursued with skill and perseverance.
His successful television documentaries are proof positive of his artistic cre-
ativity and independent spirit.

The more recent royal career of The Earl has been enriched by these talents
and experiences. Organizations for the performing arts; challenging programs
for young people through the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards; international
sports and recreation epitomized by the Com mon wealth Games – all have ben-
efited from his keen support and perceptive advice.

Saskatchewan has enjoyed a special relationship with The Earl of Wessex.
His first public walkabout took place in Lloydminster in 1978. He granted his
first patronage in Canada to Regina’s Globe Theatre. It was with Saskatchewan
that His Royal Highness pioneered the formula of the “working” royal visit to
a Canadian province. The Earl honoured the Saskatchewan Dragoons in
Moose Jaw with one of his very first appointments as a regimental Colonel-in-
Chief. His successive visits have endeared him to communities large and small
across our province.

Gifted with sensitivity to others, gentle humour and intellectual curiosity,
The Earl of Wessex has given generously of his time and energy to
Saskatchewan. The people of our province have re spond ed with respect and
affection.

Your Honour, I present to you for investiture with the Saskatchewan Order
of Merit a much admired member of Canada’s Royal Family, a true friend of
Saskatchewan, His Royal Highness The Earl of Wessex

All photos courtesy Saskatchewan Provincial Secretary
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AUSTRALIAN
UPDATE

(Material provided courtesy of our
friends at Australians for Con stitu tional
Monarchy)

January 27 – A poll published in The
Australian revealed support for an
Australian republic continues to de -
cline, those strongly in favour having
ebbed to 27% from a post-referendum
high of 39%. The newspaper’s Na -
tional Affairs editor opined that the
19% uncommitted might be expected
to contain many who would be reluc-
tant to reveal their support for the
Crown given the media ‘s general hos-
tility to the institution. Poll interpreta-
tion in the country is made more com-
plicated because so much republican
support is dependent on the model
ultimately to be proposed were there
to be another plebiscite. Anti-monar-
chical strength favouring an undefined
form of republic does rise to 51%
(from the current 45%) in the event of
Prince Charles becoming King.

December 14 – The Leader of the Op -
position (Labour Party) Hon. Kevin
Rudd told journalists that the issue of
an Australian republic was “way down
my list of priorities” should he win the
next election. He also expressed am -
bivalence as to the merits of an elected
as opposed to an appointed president.

November 13 – The ACM published a
paper about the status of the Royal
Anthem in Australia, written by Sir
David Smith, Official Secretary to five
Governors-General (1973-1990) and
currently Visiting Scholar, Faculty of
Law, Australian National University. In
this interesting discussion, Sir David’s
account of attempts to suppress the
singing of “God Save The Queen” will
deeply resonate with Canadian Mon -
archists.

Of particular interest is the revelation
that in 1984, the Hawke Government
asked the Governor-General-in-
Coun cil, Sir Ninian Stephen, to issue a
Proclamation declaring “Advance Aus -
tralia Fair” as the National An them,
and “God Save The Queen” as the
Royal Anthem, the latter to be used
only in the presence of The Queen or
members of the Royal Family.

Sir David continues: “The Governor-
Gen eral was aware that a number of
organisations were in the habit of
singing “God Save the Queen” at their
meetings, and that it was also sung in
Church as a hymn. Before the Executive
Council meeting took place, the
Governor-General spoke to the recom-
mending Minister and voiced his con-
cerns about the wording of the proposed
Proclam ation. In the light of that con-
versation, the Minister agreed to alter
his recommendation by deleting the
word “only” from the Proclamation. The
Proclam ation was amended at the
meet ing, after which it was approved by
the Executive Council, signed by the
Governor-General, and gazetted in
Common wealth of Australia Gazette
No. S142 of 19 April 1984 in its amend-
ed form.”

The Governor General marked the
occasion by sharing birthday cake with
students in Nunavut. The Prime Minister
offered greetings in his first address in
the House of Commons since assuming
office. Canadians were encouraged to
send their own best wishes to Her
Majesty via the Governor General’s and
Prime Minister’s Websites. These are just
a few examples of how Canada celebrat-
ed the 80th birthday of The Queen on
April 21st.

Monarchist League officials had been
in contact with the Prime Minister’s
Office to relay a number of ideas as to
how best to mark this personal milestone
in Her Majesty’s life of service. The
League offered a variety of suggestions –
from 80-gun salutes and birthday card
competitions to a commemorative medal
and a comprehensive Website explaining
the significance of the occasion.

Ultimately, a combination of logistical
challenges, lack of planning time after
the new government’s recent coming to
power and opposition from certain areas
of the public service meant that little
actually occurred, and in fact there was
but a sprinkle of “official” celebrations in
Canada.

Governor General Celebrates
in Nunavut

Her Excellency the Governor General
celebrated The Queen’s actual birthday
during a visit to Nunavut. At Cape
Dorset, Mme Jean shared birthday cake
with 300 students of Pitseolak School
and Sam Pudlut Elementary School. In
hon our of The Queen’s 80th birthday,
Her Excellency donated 80 books to the
Iqualuit Centennial Library.

The Governor General offered the fol-
lowing greetings on behalf of all
Canadians:
April 20, 2006

On behalf of all Canadians, it is my sin-
cere honour and great pleasure to offer Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II my congratu-
lations on the occasion of her 80th birth-
day.

The connection between Her Majesty
and Canadians is an enduring and deeply
rooted one. The Queen’s devotion to
Canada extends beyond her commitment
as our Sovereign; it is personal and heart-
felt. Canadians have warmly reciprocated
this affection, gathering, often by the thou-
sands, to greet her wherever she goes dur-
ing her Royal visits – hoping to catch a
glimpse of her or to exchange a few words
that will become cherished memories.

The Queen made her first visit to
Canada while still a princess in 1951. In 55
years, she has returned more than 20
times. Many of these visits have been to
commemorate important milestones in the
history of our country, including Canada’s
centennial in 1967 and the subsequent
centennials of provinces and territories
that joined Confederation in later years. In
1982, she took part in the historic signing
of the Constitution Act, ratifying our Can -
adian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Just prior to my installation as Gov er -
nor General last fall, my family and I had
the distinct privilege of meeting Her
Majesty at her ancestral home in Bal -
moral, Scotland. Like many Canadians, I
was impressed by her kindness and
thought fulness. I greatly appreciated her
dedication in promoting a world view of
nations working together, responsibly, for

the benefit of all humanity. I was also
delighted by her sensitivity and insightful
view of the realities facing today’s youth.

On this day of joyful celebration, I
extend my best wishes on behalf of all
Canadians to Her Majesty for a most won-
derful birthday. Michaëlle Jean

Throne Speech Recognizes
Queen’s Constitutional Role

Perhaps the best Birthday gift to Her
Majesty lay in the restoration of loyalty
and reality to the Speech from the
Throne in 2006. At the Opening of the
first Parliament of the Harper govern-
ment, the Governor General explicitly re -
ferred to herself as “the representative of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II” so end-
ing years of constitutional adventurism
by some staffers at Rideau Hall and the
PMO. Mme Jean went on to make a per-
sonal reference to the Sovereign (a long-
time Throne Speech tradition also ignor -
ed in recent years) as she observed that
“Canadians rejoice in the coming eightieth
birthday of Her Majesty later this month,
and in her more than fifty years of service
as Queen of Canada.”

Prime Minister Shows Loyalty

In his first speech in the House of
Commons as Prime Minister, Stephen
Harper offered his own kind words heap-
ing praise on Canada’s Queen: “I would
like to pay tribute to our head of state, Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, whose lifelong
dedication to duty and self-sacrifice have
been a source of inspiration and encour-
agement to the many countries that make
up the Commonwealth and to the people of
Canada.” Mr Harper’s website promi-
nently featured a section allowing Can -
adians to send birthday greetings to Her
Majesty.

Canada Post Issues Commemorative
Birthday Stamp

The Canada Post Corporation – act-
ing on its own initiative – issued a com-
memorative domestic first-class letter
rate stamp marking The Queen’s 80th
birthday, which was available throughout
the year.

Lieutenant Governors Celebrate

Amongst the vice-regal celebrations...
The Hon John Harvard, Lieutenant

Governor of Manitoba, hosted a special
reception April 21st at Government
House in Winnipeg. His Honour ob serv -
ed that the event was an opportunity to
pay tribute to our sovereign and to
Manitobans who were born on the very
same day as the Queen.

The Hon James K. Bartleman, Lieu -
tenant Governor of Ontario, invited
Ontarians to celebrate Victoria Day (The
Queen’s Official Birthday in Canada) by
hosting a birthday book signing at
Queen’s Park in Toronto. Well wishers
outside Toronto were encouraged to sign
an electronic book on the Lieutenant
Governor’s Website.

The Senate Lauds Her Majesty

May 17th saw The Senate of Canada
pass a motion to offer best birthday
wishes to The Queen.

Hon. Gerald J. Comeau (Deputy
Lead er of the Government): Her Majesty
has deep respect and admiration for
Canada and its people, and we have deep
respect and admiration for our Queen. It is

therefore a very great honour for me, sec-
onded by Senator Fraser, to move this
motion marking the birthday of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of
Canada.

Hon. Joan Fraser (Deputy Leader of
the Opposition): I want to add my voice
to that of Senator Comeau. Honourable
senators will be familiar with the phrase
“Your Gracious Majesty.” I can think of no
one to whom the adjective applies more
appropriately than to Queen Elizabeth II.
She is indeed a woman of rare grace, rare
elegance and rare dedication to duty, who
has in her long and distinguished reign
shown particular affection for this country.
We on this side are pleased to support the
motion.

MP’s Offer Birthday Greetings

Jim Abbott (CPC: Kootenay-Colum -
bia): Mr. Speaker, on Friday, April 21, Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will celebrate
her eightieth birthday. On behalf of the
Government of Canada, my colleagues and
I would like to convey our most sincere
wishes to Her Majesty for many more years
of health and happiness as our head of
state.

The Crown of Canada is a unique part
of not only our system of government but
our national identity....

Lui Temelkovski (Lib: Oak Ridges-
Markham): On April 21 Queen Elizabeth
II will mark her 80th birthday. My office is
pleased to have launched a very successful
initiative to mark this important mile-
stone. I sent out hundreds of birthday cards
for constituents to fill out for the Queen.
We distributed more than 500 photographs
of the Queen to constituents, and also
organiz ed a series of coffee and cake recep-
tions throughout the riding... 

Scott Reid (CPC: Lanark-Frontenac-
Lennox and Addington):

Mr. Speaker, Victoria Day next Mon -
day will mark the official 80th birthday of
our sovereign, Queen Elizabeth. For more
than half a century, Canadians have been
blessed with a monarch of exceptional
grace and the entire Commonwealth has
been united by her strong and dignified
presence. Queen Elizabeth’s wisdom has
guided two generations of subjects of all
races and diverse backgrounds... Our
Queen has reigned during five decades of
worldwide turbulence and instability, but
she herself has been a rock of stability and
has brought her office into the 21st century
as a modern, vital institution. Fifty-four
years after her ascension to the throne, Her
Majesty has more support than ever from
her subjects in Canada, in all her realms
and around the world. We salute our sov-
ereign on this great anniversary. May her
reign continue for many years to come.
God save the Queen.

Queen’s Honour:
Tattoo now “Royal Nova Scotia

International Tattoo”

It is typical that Her Majesty would
reciprocate the loyalty and love so evi-
dent in her 80th birthday celebrations by
giving back to the community. The latest
example is her decision to honour the
Nova Scotia International Tattoo with
the designation “Royal.” The Tattoo is the
world’s largest indoor show spectacle,
and has now re-designed its Pipe Band’s
uniform so that they may be dressed in a
new and especially designed “Royal
Tattoo” Tartan.

The Queen at 80
Muted National Celebration ~ GG’s Message ~ PM Sets Positive Tone ~ Canada

Post issues Stamp ~ LG’s, Parliamentarians Offer Tributes ~ Queen honours Tattoo
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by Peter Moon

Nearly 3,000 children took part in 35
literacy camps ast summer in Ontario’s
Far North as part of the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario’s Aboriginal literacy
program.

“I’m really pleased that the response
of the communities has been so good,”
said Lieutenant-Governor James Bartle -
man after visits to camps in Wunnumin
Lake, Nibinamik, Neskantaga and Eaba -
m etoong.

“It was something to go there and see
the joy in the eyes of the children and the
enthusiasm on the part of their parents
for this program,” he said. “Success will
only be achieved if the program is a part-
nership with the community and in
those four communities that is some-
thing that is the case.”

Councillors at the camps include
mem bers of the communities and Ab -
original and non-Aboriginal councillors
from Frontier College.

“It’s been a great experience for me
and the kids,” said Kelly Roote, a 20-year-
old councillor in Eabametoong and a
member of the Saugeen First Nation,
near Southampton, who was seeing
Ontario’s Far North for the first time.
“I’ve learned a lot by coming up here and
it’s been great to see the way the kids
respond.”

The camps are a key part of the lieu-
tenant-governor’s Aboriginal literacy
program, which has included collecting
and distributing 850,000 good-quality
used books, twinning Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal schools, and Club Amick,
a program to ensure that every child who
attends the summer camps will receive an
age-appropriate book every month as
well as other reading material.

The summer literacy camps began the
summer of 2005 with five pilot projects
in Fort Albany, Kingfisher Lake, Muskrat
Dam, Neskantaga and North Caribou
Lake. Their success led to the establish-
ment of 35 three-week camps this sum-
mer in 29 First Nations without year-
round road access. The morning camps
are open to children aged five to 10 and
the afternoon camps are for adolescents
aged 11 and up. The camps offer reading
and structured activities such as sports
and games.

A lack of reading skills has been estab-
lished as a major contributor to the high
school drop-out rate among Aboriginal
children. “Literature and reading is a
ticket out of this whole problem of pov -
erty and despair and the way to an edu-
cation,” Mr. Bartleman said.

“What this program does is help them
to read and then when they go back to
school they have learned something,”
said Harry Papah, a band councillor in
Eabametoong, whose three children are
enrolled. “At first my children didn’t want
to come to the literacy camp. But they
came and ever since the first day they
have enjoyed it and now they want to
read books. It’s a benefit for my kids. I
want them to have careers when they
grow up and this is going to help them.”

Mr. Bartleman has raised almost $6-
million from private and government
sources to ensure the summer camps and
his other literacy initiatives can continue
for at least another five years. A member
of the Mnjikaning First Nation at Rama,
he is Ontario’s first Aboriginal lieu-
tenant-governor.

(Sergeant Peter Moon is the public affairs
ranger for 3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol
Group at Canadian Forces Base Borden.)

by Michael Jackson
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan

from 2000 to 2006, Lynda Haverstock
will, in my opinion, go down in the his-
tory of the Canadian Crown as one of the
best vice-regal representatives not only
this province but the entire country has
seen. As Saskatchewan chief of protocol
during almost her entire time in office, I
was privileged to work closely with this
extraordinary woman and to observe her
achievements at first hand.

Lynda Haverstock’s unusual back-
ground served her well in the vice-regal
office. Born and raised in Swift Current
in Saskatchewan’s western ranch country,
she was a high school drop-out and a
teen single mother. Then she was afflict-
ed with an illness which confined her for
some years to a wheelchair. She recovered
brilliantly from these setbacks, not only
to complete high school but to earn a
PhD. in clinical psychology, teach uni -
versity and become a national expert in
farm-related stress. These experiences,
plus assisting her daughter who suffers
from multiple sclerosis, have made Lynda
Haverstock an intensely caring, compas-

sionate, resilient individual. Her concern
for others, especially the disadvantaged,
is deep-felt and genuine. It shone through
her tenure as lieutenant governor.

It was not surprising that Lynda Hav -
er stock should be attracted to politics,
and politics to her. In 1989 she was re -
cruited as leader of the nearly moribund
Saskatchewan Liberals – the first female
leader of a political party in the prov -
ince’s history. Elected to the Legislature
in 1991 as the sole Liberal member, she
led a renewed party to eleven seats in the
1995 election. But the notoriously frac-
tious provincial Liberals ousted her in a
caucus revolt and she served her remain-
ing years in the Legislature as an inde-
pendent member, choosing not to run in
the 1999 election. I recall Dr. Haverstock
as an articulate, persuasive politician
who was respected on both sides of the
House. It has been said that Lynda Hav -
er stock came close to becoming premier
of the province; from the monarchical
point of view it was a good thing she did
not. Instead, she was named late in 1999
by Prime Minister Jean Chrétien as Sas -
katchewan’s nineteenth lieutenant gover-
nor. It turned out to be a brilliant ap -
pointment.

Dr. Haverstock emphasized from the
outset that she strongly believed in
Canada’s constitutional monarchy. She

took pride in being the Queen’s represen-
tative in Saskatchewan and did her
utmost to promote the Crown. And that
was substantial indeed. Gifted with elo-
quence and wit and passion as well as her
impressive intellectual credentials, Lynda
Haverstock made an enormous impact
on the public perception of and appreci-
ation for the Crown, the Queen, the
Royal Family and all that they represent
for Canadians. She never failed in any
speech to bring “official greetings on
behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II, Queen of Canada”. In that (like many
other lieutenant governors), she clearly
differentiated herself from the incum-
bents of Rideau Hall, where the current
doctrine is for Governors General to
make as few allusions to the Queen and
the Crown as they can get away with.

In her six-and-half years in office,
Lynda Haverstock displayed intense
energy, not only in the standard vice-
regal constitutional and ceremonial
duties, but in a particular educational
and social vocation too. She criss-crossed
her vast territory, visiting communities
large and tiny, speaking to school chil-

dren, First Nations, conferences and con-
ventions. Her weekly list of engagements
was staggering, and yet she had to turn
down more invitations than she could
accept. Her speeches, far from being re -
plete with vice-regal platitudes, were sub-
stantive, visionary and passionate. Lynda
Haverstock is one of the most eloquent
speakers I know. She has a charisma and
presence which her personal elegance
and attractive appearance could only
enhance. All this she devoted unfailingly
to the service of her province, her coun-
try and her Queen.

One of her lasting achievements of
which she is rightly proud is the spay/
neutering program for domestic animals
in northern Saskatchewan. Recruiting
pro bono services of veterinarians, raising
funds, promoting awareness, Dr. Haver -
stock helped small Aboriginal communi-
ties deal with a perennial problem and in
the process contributed to the education
of their children in life skills. Indeed, as
Lieutenant Governor she paid special
attention to the Crown’s enduring link
with the First Nations. She faithfully
attended annual Treaty Days and vigor-
ously promoted the historic Treaty rela-
tionship to all Saskatchewan people.

When the Government of Saskatch -
ewan undertook initiatives related to the
Crown, Lynda Haverstock supported

LITERACY CAMPS IN NORTHERN
ONTARIO OFF TO A GOOD START

Vice-Regal Project Exemplifies Role of Crown

Deanne Slipperjack, 9, tries on Ontario Lieutenant-Governor James Bartleman’s reading glasses and
shares a laugh with His Honour during his visit to a Summer Literacy Camp in Neskantaga

The Province of Saskatchewan official farewell to its Lieutenant Governor, led by Premier Lorne
Calvert Photo courtesy Saskatchewan Provincial Secretary

Lynda Haverstock – Royal
Representative par excellence
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by Michael Jackson

To mark its centennial in Con fed er -
ation in 2005, Saskatchewan created an
honour of the provincial Crown: the
Commemorative Medal for the Centen -
nial of Saskatchewan. First envisaged as
early as 1990 by the Conservative govern-
ment of Premier Grant Devine, the
Centennial Medal was decided in princi-
ple by the NDP government of Premier
Roy Romanow nine years later and estab-
lished by his successor, Premier Lorne
Calvert, in 2003.

Like other Saskatchewan honours, the
medal is governed by The Provincial
Emblems and Honours Act, which states
that is it an “honour of the Crown in
right of Saskatchewan” and is to be pre-
sented by the Lieutenant Governor, or a
person designated by the Lieutenant
Governor, to deserving citizens who have
made a significant contribution to the
province. The Centennial Medal is the
fourth provincial honour, after the
Saskatchewan Order of Merit, estab-
lished in 1985, the Saskatchewan Vol un -
teer Medal (1995) and the Saskatchewan
Protective Services Medal (2003).

The medal itself displays on the
obverse the Royal Crown above a wreath
of western red lilies, the Saskatchewan
floral emblem. Beneath the lilies is the
provincial motto, from the coat of arms
granted by Queen Elizabeth II in 1986,

Multis E Gentibus Vires, “From Many
Peoples Strength”. Around the circumfer-
ence are the words “Saskatchewan 1905-
2005”. On the reverse of the medal is the
provincial shield of arms granted by King
Edward VII in 1906. The medal was de -
signed by Warwyk Communications in
Saskatoon and manufactured by Bond
Boyd Ltd. in Toronto.

In order to be officially worn with
Canada’s national honours, a provincial
honour must be approved by federal
order-in-council on the recommenda-
tion of the Honours Policy Committee
chaired by Rideau Hall. Status in the
national precedence of orders, decora-
tions and medals was granted to both the
Saskatchewan and Alberta Centennial
medals early in 2005, opening the way for
them to be presented to members of the
RCMP and Canadian Forces – and mem-
bers of the Royal Family.

Typically, commemorative medals are
awarded in relatively large numbers and
to a wide range of people. Based on expe-
rience with the Canada 125 Medal in
1992 and the Queen’s Golden Jubilee
Medal in 2002, Saskatchewan decided to
strike 4,200 centennial medals and pres-
ent as many of them as possible to recip-
ients at events held across the province.
The first of these took place at the
Legislature in Regina on New Year’s Day,
2005, when Premier Calvert presented

the first medal to Lieutenant Governor
Lynda Haverstock and she presented the
second to the Premier.

The last events occurred eighteen
months later: the cast and production
staff of the hit television comedy show
Corner Gas received their medals in
Regina at the end of May 2006, and per-
sonnel of the Saskatchewan Dragoons
were honoured in the presence of their
Colonel-in-Chief, the Earl of Wessex, in
Moose Jaw on June 3rd.

Of the 4,200 medal recipients, 30%
were nominated by the Government of
Saskatchewan. These included all mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly, judges,
Saskatchewan senators and MPs, com-
munity leaders in municipal, cultural,
sports, Aboriginal, religious, volunteer,
military and religious organizations, and
the public service. These organizations,
all Members of the Legislative Assembly
and federal MPs were invited to submit
the remaining 70% of the nominations.

Saskatchewan chose to honour with
the Centennial Medal distinguished peo-
ple from outside the province. First and
foremost were members of the Royal
Fam ily. Lieutenant Governor Lynda Hav -
er stock presented the medal to the Duke
of Edinburgh during his visit with the
Queen in May 2005. The author was
privileged a few weeks later to make the
presentation on Her Honour’s behalf to
the Earl and Countess of Wessex in
Toronto. During 2006 the Canadian
High Commissioner in London is ex -
pected to present the medal to the Prince
of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall, the
Princess Royal and the Duke of York.

Not forgotten were those loyal ser-
vants of Canada’s Queen, members of
Her Majesty’s Household and staff. At a
special ceremony in Regina during the
May 2005 royal visit, the Lieutenant Gov -
ernor presented Centennial Medals to Sir
Robin Janvrin, Private Secretary to the
Queen; the Countess of Airlie, Lady-in-
Waiting; Christopher Geidt, Assistant
Private Secretary; and Penny Russell-
Smith, Press Secretary. Also honoured
were Brigadier Sir Miles Hunt-Davis,
Private Secretary to the Duke of Edin -
burgh; police officers Ian Boyes and Paul
Fuller; and Angela Kelly, the Queen’s per-
sonal assistant. Key Canadian figures
were honoured too: Kevin MacLeod and
Jacqueline Filion, veteran royal visit staff
in the Department of Canadian Heritage

(the late General M.G. Cloutier, Can -
adian Secretary to the Queen, had re -
ceived his medal earlier in the year).

At the same ceremony the Chief of the
Defence Staff, General Rick Hillier, and
RCMP Commissioner Giuliano Zaccar -
delli received the medal. In September
2005 during the centennial festivities
Prime Minister Paul Martin and Gov er -
nor General Adrienne Clarkson and her
husband John Ralston Saul were similar-
ly honoured. Early in 2006 Captain Nick
Wright, Private Secretary to the Princess
Royal, and Brigadier John Smedley, Pri -
vate Secretary to the Earl and Countess
of Wessex, were presented with the medal
in London by the Saskatchewan chief of
protocol in recognition of their stalwart
service in arranging “working” royal vis-
its to the province.

Then in May 2006, during their first
official visit to Saskatchewan, Governor
General Michaëlle Jean and her husband
Jean-Daniel Lafond received the Cen ten -
nial Medal from the Lieutenant Gover -
nor in a televised official welcome in the
Legislative Chamber. The new vice-regal
couple beamed as their citations were
read and Dr. Haverstock pinned the in -
signia on them to thunderous applause –
a good start to their relationship with the
Province of Saskatchewan.

85% of the recipients elected to re ceive
their medals at the 85 presentation events
held across the province – a very high
ratio in this kind of program. The
Lieutenant Governor, Dr. Lynda Haver -
stock, presided at most of these events,
delegating the others to the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, the Chief Justice
of the Court of Queen’s Bench and the
Chief Judge of the Provincial Court.

The assessment of the Saskatchewan
Centennial Medal program has been very
positive. Among the outcomes is a sharp -
ly increased awareness of official honours
among the people of Saskatchewan,
thousands of whom attended the various
presentation ceremonies. Since it was
emphasized that the medal was an hon-
our of the provincial Crown, the role of
the Crown was reinforced across the
province. Finally, the already high profile
of the Lieutenant Governor was even fur-
ther enhanced. The lesson was clear: the
success of the Saskatchewan Centennial
Medal program was due in large part to
that non-partisan, royal institution – the
Canadian Crown.

them with her characteristic enthusiasm
and insight. She was honorary chair of
the provincial committee for the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee in 2002 and of its sub-
committee for the statue of the Queen on
her Saskatchewan horse Burmese –
which Her Majesty unveiled in 2005 in
the legislative grounds in Regina. Her
Honour was patron of the Government
House Foundation, which raised over a
third of the $6.4 million cost of the new
Queen Elizabeth II Wing and its associat-
ed J.E.N. Wiebe interpretive centre on the
Crown at Government House Heritage
Property in Regina. This major provin-
cial centennial project was opened by
Her Majesty, too, in 2005. I know from
my direct experience that Dr. Haverstock
played a key role in overcoming bureau-
cratic obstacles and ensuring the success
of these projects.

She contributed enormously in other
ways to the provincial centennial in 2005.
When the government’s centennial plan-
ning was faltering, she personally imag-
ined, inspired and led the Lieutenant
Gov ernor’s Centennial Gala of the Arts.
After two years of preparation and fund-
raising, this original extravaganza of
music and dance featuring Saskatchewan
artists was staged in Saskatchewan’s
largest arena in Saskatoon in May 2005.
It attracted an audience of 10,000 – with,
as guests of honour, Her Majesty The
Queen and His Royal Highness The
Duke of Edinburgh – and was televised
live across Canada by CBC. Her love of
the arts was also reflected in her program
of the Lieutenant Governor’s pin for vol-
unteers in the arts.

Lynda Haverstock embraced with en -
thusiasm Saskatchewan’s honours of the
provincial Crown. As Chancellor of the
Saskatchewan Order of Merit, she presid -
ed at its investitures with grace and
charm. The first ex officio vice-regal
member of the Order, she was also the
first to wear its chancellor’s collar of
office and the first to invest members of

the Royal Family as honorary members:
the Prince of Wales in 2001 and the Earl
of Wessex in 2006. She presented the
Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal each year
in the Legislature with equal aplomb. Dr.
Haverstock took great pride in the ex -
pansion of provincial honours through
the Saskatchewan Protective Services
Medal in 2003 and the Saskatchewan
Centennial Medal in 2005. These medals,
presented at ceremonies across the prov -
ince, gave her an opportunity to work
her magic on a wider, grassroots audi-
ence. The thousands of people who at -
tended these events were amazed by her
charismatic touch in bestowing honours
so personally and intimately on each
recipient.

Dr. Haverstock was no shrinking vio-
let when it came to her views on the
Canadian Crown in general and the
provincial Crown in particular. Her time
in office coincided with a major push by
Rideau Hall to assert the primacy of the
Governor General as Canadian “head of
state”, in the process, of course, minimiz-
ing the role of the Queen and… that of
the Lieutenant Governors. Lynda Haver -
stock would have none of that. She was
strongly motivated by her admiration for
the Queen personally and for the monar-
chy embodied by Her Majesty. This was
coupled with her belief that the office of
lieutenant governor vitally symbolized
provincial co-sovereignty in Confeder a -
tion. Rideau Hall’s brand of Ottawa cen-
tralism was not for her. It is reported that
she expressed her views cogently in the
periodic conclaves of the Governor Gen -
er al and Lieutenant Governors, to the
dis pleasure of the former and the bewil-
derment of some of the latter, less
inclined than Dr. Haverstock to rock the
vice-regal boat.

Rock that boat she did, and the
Canadian Crown is the better for it.
Lynda Haverstock transformed the office
of Lieutenant Governor in Saskatchewan
and in so doing helped reinvigorate the
monarchy for Canadians.

continued from the previous page

An Honour of the Crown – the Saskatchewan Centennial Medal

Saskatchewan Lieutenant Governor Lynda Haverstock presents Centennial Medals
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by Michael Jackson

Saskatchewan’s genuine regret at the
retirement of Lynda Haverstock as Lieu -
tenant Governor was matched by wide-
spread acclaim for her successor, Dr.
Gordon L. Barnhart. The first vice-regal
appointment by Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, Dr. Barnhart was installed as the
Queen’s twentieth representative in the
province on August 1st, 2006. He brings
impressive credentials to the position.

Born and raised in the small town
of Saltcoats in eastern Saskatchewan,
Gordon Barnhart was briefly a history
teacher, then in 1967 became assistant
clerk in the Saskatchewan Legislature at
the tender age of 24 – the youngest leg-
islative clerk in the Commonwealth. He
was Clerk of the Assembly from 1969 to
1989, momentous years in Saskatchewan
politics during which three different par-
ties formed government. With the firm
leadership which became his hallmark,
Dr. Barnhart strengthened the legislature
despite the rancorous partisanship which
often afflicted the institution. He skilful-
ly guided successive Speakers in the intri-
cacies of presiding over the Assembly’s
debates and introduced televising of the
proceedings in 1983.

Gordon Barnhart accepted a new
challenge in 1989 when he became Clerk
of the Senate of Canada. I believe that he
was disappointed at his inability during
his five years in Ottawa to overcome re -
sistance and implement much-needed
ad ministrative reforms for the Upper
Chamber. It was no doubt with a sense of
frustration but also a sense of relief that
he returned to his home province in 1994

to teach history and politics at his alma
mater, the University of Saskatchewan,
while pursuing studies for a PhD in his-
tory.

In 1998, meeting another challenge
which he had been told was insurmount-
able, Dr. Barnhart completed his doctor-
al thesis on Walter Scott, Saskatchewan’s
first premier. The thesis became a book,
Peace, Progress and Prosperity: A Bi ogra -
phy of Saskatchewan’s First Premier, T.
Walter Scott, published in 2000. This was
followed in 2002 by Building for the
Future: A Photo Journal of Saskatchewan’s
Legislative Building and by Saskat che -
wan’s Premiers of the Twentieth Century
in 2004. Dr. Barnhart served as Uni ver -
sity Secretary from 2000 to 2005, when
he retired to Saltcoats.

Gordon Barnhart is an international-
ly-known expert on parliamentary de -
moc racy, committed to strengthening
democratic institutions at home and
abroad. He created and directed Sas -
katch ewan’s legislative intern program.
He has advised the Canadian Inter -
national Development Agency and the
United Nations and provided consulting
services to South Africa, Vietnam and
Russia.

I have known Gordon Barnhart for a
quarter-century and can bear witness to
his impressive determination, energy and
intellect. He is not only a firm supporter
of the Canadian Crown but profoundly
understands the institution and its im -
portance to Canada’s political culture. He
will bring to the vice-regal office unpar-
alleled knowledge and expertise. Sup -
port ers of the monarchy in Canada
should stay tuned.

by Gavin Guthrie, Dominion
Vice-Chairman, Political Action

In the early days of Her Majesty’s 39th
Canadian Parliament, nearly one year
ago, I performed one of my first “official”
duties: the important task of making
contact with each of the Members. They
were informed about the League, its
mandate and activities, as well as new
personnel forming its executive. Most
importantly, however, they were can-
vassed on their opinions on the Maple
Crown, stating that, since they had all
recently taken their parliamentary Oath
of Allegiance to their sovereign, the
League looked forward to their re-af -
firming their support for Canada’s mon -
archy. Some of the MPs were, of course,
returning for another session in the
House, and many of these were already
familiar with the League and its activi-
ties. Others, however, were fresh on
Parliament Hill, and it was therefore
thought advantageous to notify them of
the League’s existence and influence.

The vast majority of the hundreds of
letters sent garnered a reply, though,
admittedly, most were simply acknowl-
edgements of the receipt of our words.
No worries, though: the presence of the
League had still been brought to their
attention! What should give us greater
heart, however, was that of those replies
that were not just straightforward ac -
knowledge ments, not a single one put
forward a negative opinion about our
constitutional monarchy. Even better is
that there isn’t sufficient space in this
publication to résumé every letter that
explicitly expressed a positive view of
Her Majesty and the Crown. We will
make do with a selection.
� Then-Minister of Canadian Herit age,
Hon Bev Oda (CPC: Durham), as sured
the League that under her direction the
Ministry would continue to educate
Canadians about our national symbols,
heritage, culture and traditions,
including the Crown, which she des -
cribed as Canadian.
� Bruce Stanton,(CPC: Simcoe North)
said that he supported the Monarchist
League, and praised the organization for
its dedication to preserving and celebrat-
ing the role of the Monarchy. He added:
“The Queen is our Head of State and must
remain.”
� Lui Temelkovski,
(Lib: Oak Ridges-
Markham) shared
projects organized
in his riding, as des -
cribed elsewhere in
this issue. He also
issued over 500 col -
our photographs of
The Queen to
schools, public
build ings, and con-
stituents. In his con-
stituency newsletter,
Mr Temeklovski
wrote: “This is an
im portant milestone
in The Queen’s life and for Canada. She
has been Queen of Canada for over 54
years and has reign ed over Canada as it
has gained more independence and come
into its own as a nation.” Well done!

� Jason Kenney, (CPC: Calgary South east
and now a member of the Cabinet) reaf-
firmed his “strong and loyal” support for
the Canadian Crown, and expressed his
pleasure with the Lea gue’s efforts to teach
young Canadians about the Crown and
its place in our constitutional frame-
work. Mr. Kenney went further to add a
handwritten personal note with a wel-
coming pro-monarchy theme.
� Though Hon Rob Nicholson (CPC:
Niagara Falls) referred to Her Majesty as
the “Queen of England,” we can forgive
him of this in light of his support for the
Crown and the retention of The Queen
as our Head of State, as well as his per-
sonal addition of “PS – You can count on
me in this area!”
� A veteran of Her Majesty’s Canadian
Forces, Laurie Hawn, (CPC: Edmonton
Centre,) wrote that he was pleased to be
serving The Queen once again, albeit in a
different way, and explicitly stated his
personal support for the Monarchy. It
was heartening to hear that he values the
tradition, history and principals of con-
stitutional monarchy in Canada.
� Scott Reid, (CPC: Lanark-Fron tenac-
Lennox and Addington) expressed his
support for the Monarchy. More, he
attached his communication to For eign
Affairs Minister Peter MacKay, in which
he asked that The Queen’s name be
restored to the Letters of Credence and
Recall, stating that Canada’s am bassadors
should report to foreign nations under
the authority of Her Majesty The Queen.
Quite right, Mr. Reid!
� The League received the admiration of
The Hon Byron Wilfert (CPC: Rich mond
Hill) for “the efforts being made to keep
the Canadian Crown a valuable figure of
Canada.” Beyond that, his words demon-
strated his regard for the importance of
the Crown to Canada’s history, tradi-
tions, values and government, and
assured us that the Can adian govern-
ment continues to support The Queen’s
role within Canada. As if that were not
enough, Mr. Wilfert also wanted to draw
our attention to the congratulations
book he acquired for his constituents to
sign in honour of Her Majesty’s eightieth
birthday, and the royal portraits he
obtained for distribution to local organi-
zations and constitutents.
� Hon Bill Graham (Lib: Toronto
Centre), then the interim Leader of Her
Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, des pite tell -
ing his constituents in a news letter that
the group he led was no longer ad dress ed
as such, now merely being known as the
Official Op posi tion, reassured the League
that “while the Liberal Party is in fierce
opposition to the minority Con ser vative
Government, you can be assured that we
remain loyal to Canada and the Crown.”

As but a small sample of the letters
received, this is a strong showing of sup-
port for the Crown amongst our parlia-
mentarians! May they keep up their good
work. And may you all, our loyal mem-
bers and readers, keep your elected repre-
sentatives on mark to ensure they don’t
forget that they serve you through our
Sovereign, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
the Second.

FROM
PARLIAMENT HILL
Responses from MP’s to Monarchist League Letter

Saskatchewan Hails Vice-Regal
Appointment of Gordon Barnhart

Chief Justice E.D. Bayda administers the Oaths of office to Dr Gordon Barnhart. Seated are Mrs.
Naomi Barnhart and Mrs. Betty Calvert.

Loyal Liberal MP Lui
Tem el kovski, provided
in spir a tion and postcard
for Mark ham consti -
tuents to send 80th Birth -
day wishes to The Queen.

Give A Free Monarchist League Trial Membership!
The best source of new members for the Monarchist League of Canada is the
referrals of current members. If you have friends, relatives, work colleagues or

possibly members of your faith community, Legion Hall or athletic club who seem
interested in – or perhaps puzzled about – the Canadian Crown – why not seek
their permission (we don’t want spend League funds to pester folks who aren’t

sympathetic) to send us their names, along with their postal and e-mail addresses.
We’ll sign them up for a six-month trial membership and send them League

materials and Canadian Monarchist News. At the end of six months, we’ll hope
they will renew – or they are free to tell us to cancel their affiliation.

Send nominations to domsec@sympatico.ca
(or mail them to PO Box 1057, Oakville, ON L6J 5E9)
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On Royalty
by Jeremy Paxman
(Penguin, $26)
by Jake Lindsay

The latest thesis
published by British
jour nalist and broad -
caster Jeremy Pax man
certainly continues in
his tradition of quirky,
yet intelligent story
tell ing and intellectual
exploration. From a
reader’s perspective, On Royalty flows
like an interwoven collection of anecdot-
al stories, which he builds in order to
come to several profound conclusions.

A helpful and amusing account is the
Duke of Edinburgh’s “rule of thumb”
when HRH is introduced to married
couples. That is, every fifth man will
curtsey rather than bow, his nervousness
causing him to forget how to act as he
merely just copies the curtsey of the
woman in front of him. The mystique
and aura surrounding royalty, Paxman
concludes, is a necessary component of
its continuing appeal.

Paxman’s broader subject matter is
royalty in general, as almost no European
royal house, past or present, remains
unmentioned. Although the book does
engage in some ‘compare-and-contrast’,
it is essentially a British examination of
the contemporary House of Windsor,
with only a handful of references to
Canada.

The majority of the book focuses on
examining the trappings of royalty, and
how the ‘image’ of modern royalty is
crafted, managed, and scrutinized. The
relationship between the Royal Family
and the media is discussed, particularly
where it relates to the relatively recent
funerals of The Queen Mother and
Diana, Princess of Wales. The author
argues that these poignant times define
our conception of “royalty” and serve to
validate the “obsession with symbols of
rank and organization” which define a
hierarchical institution such as a monar-
chical system of government.

Critically, Paxman debunks the sup-
posed apolitical nature of the Queen. He
concludes that having a political opinion
is essential in a monarch, but that dan-
gers can arise when such political views
are imposed without legitimate authori-
ty. He gives numerous examples, some
distant in time, and others as recent as

At a holiday Reception at the Mandel
Art Gallery, Saskatoon, hosted on
December 30, 2006 by the Monarchist
League’s North Saskatchewan Branch,
His Honour the Lieutenant Governor, Dr
Gordon Barnhart, was graciously pleased
to launch the Dominion League’s revised
educational website. As the site was pro-
jected onto large screens, the 45 members
and guests present were delighted to note
its contemporary graphics and imagina-
tive contents, and particularly such
stand-out sections as Sport and the Can -
adian Crown, downloads for teachers and
class handouts. Designed by Edu ca tion
Coordinator Nathan Tidridge, the site
www.monarchist.ca/education will gradu-
ally be expanded to reflect both Nathan’s
classroom experience as a teach er, and
the array of informative and enjoyable
contents available on the Maple Crown.
To give all those present a reminder of
the site, outgoing Branch Chairman
Nigel Molaro designed and distributed a
most attractive bookmark containing the
site’s address on the Web. The outreach
component of the event was underlined
as it was publicized with advertising in
campus newspapers, and a feature inter-
view coordinated between Dr Barnhart
and the University of Saskatchewan cam-
pus weekly journal.

THE LEAGUE’S NEW
EDUCATIONAL BOOKLET
THE CANADIAN
MONARCHY
by Nathan Tidridge,
Education Coordinator

The survival of the Crown in Canada
is closely linked with proper education.
Ambivalence comes with misunder -
stand ing, and the Crown has long been
misunderstood in this country.

It starts in our schools. As a teacher in
Ontario I have become aware that teach-
ing resources about the Crown are scarce
(and I understand that the same experi-
ence is being echoed across the country).
Information available to teachers is often
brief, and/or misinformed. References to
the “Queen of England” and the monar-
chy as an institution in decline are com-
mon frameworks of delivery.

The idea behind developing The Can -
adian Monarchy booklet was to provide
an easily-understandable resource for
Canadian teachers and students, as well
as the general public. The booklet need-
ed to be a jumping point for those inter-
ested in exploring the Crown further, as
well as a quick read for anyone interested
in Canada’s oldest institution.

Most people are visual learners, and
this is especially true for high school stu-
dents. From the beginning, it was impor-
tant to make the booklet both colourful
and full of Canadian visuals. Gavin
Guthrie did a superb job of laying out a
crisp, professional design that is inform-
ative and pleasing to the eye. As well, the
pictures selected for the booklet are con-
temporary and encompass many differ-
ent aspects and regions of the country.
We wanted to develop a booklet that
would visually grab a reader’s attention,
leading them into the text. I believe we

the Iraq conflict, in which
our present Queen has taken
a political stance, albeit in a
private and non-partisan
manner.

Although Paxman does not
clearly identify whether he is a
supporter or detractor of the
monarchy, he certainly attacks
what he feels are the fallacious
views of ardent monarchists and
republicans alike. He states that
the republicans’ focus on the cost
of the monarchy is an unimpor-

tant argument which has failed to win
much support, and also rhetorically asks
if the abolition of the monarchy would
achieve anything whatsoever. His limited
defense of the Royal Family, however, is
far from glowing. In a theme repeated
throughout the book, Paxman compares
the monarchy to a form of “tribalism”
with the addition of military, religious,
and political adornments.

On Royalty is an enjoyable read,
though the book is probably an over-
simplification of the role of the Royal
Family, and examines the modern func-
tion of the Royals from an overly-cynical
journalistic standpoint. Pax man makes a
tongue in cheek reference to this in his
Ac know ledg ments section, quoting a pub-
lisher who stated that a book on the
mon archy must take an extreme posi-
tion, either highly critical or extremely
glowing, in order to be profitable!
Though I do not believe On Royalty to
fall at either ‘extreme’, it certainly is a
guard ed defense of the constitutional
monarchy, and makes good reading for
anyone interested in this subject.

BOOK IN BRIEF
Monarchy
by David Starkey
Harper, $39.95

The second volume of the distin-
guished historian’s account of the British
Monarchy covers the period from the
end of the Wars of the Roses to the Reign
of Victoria. The hero of the work’s
diverse cast of characters is Victoria’s
Prince Consort, Albert. It was he, Starkey
argues, who set the tone for the modern
monarchy we know today, and changed
the hitherto-alien and libertine image of
the Royals of the Regency period to the
stolid, respectable and dutiful family
model personified by all the Windsor
sovereigns.

BOOK REVIEW

have accomplished this, and are indebted
to Gavin for his hard work.

Explaining the Crown can quickly be -
come a very abstract and academic affair,
but it doesn’t have to. For the general
public and students alike, the text needed
to explain the main facets of the Can -
adian crown in approachable language.
Dr. Michael Jackson’s resources The
Monarchy in Saskatchewan and The
Crown in Canada formed the founda-
tions of a text that presents the Crown in
a way that is accessible to people who
may be exploring the subject for the first
time. Introductions are offered to such
important subjects as Authority in
Canada (and the often mis-understood
separation of Head of State and Head of
Government), First Nations People,
Treaties and the Crown, the Canadian
Hon ours System and Canadian Heraldic
Authority. Dr. Chris McCreery’s overview
of the Canadian Honours System high-
lights his extensive study (and author-
ship) in this area, and hopefully will
entice readers to want to learn more.
That is one of our hopes for the booklet:
that it causes readers to want to explore
further the many topics it outlines.

Copies of The Canadian Monarchy
have been sent to every Canadian Lieu -
tenant-Governor, Senator, and Member
of Parlia ment. As well, Buckingham
Palace, Rideau Hall and the PMO have
received copies (along with other key
governmental agencies). Provincial Leg -
is lative distribution is to commence in
Spring, 2007. The hope is that govern-
ments will see this as an approachable,
cost-effective resource for teaching
Canadians about their Crown. In my
own school, the book let will be used to
teach students about the Crown, and
then ask them what they think about it as
a Canadian Institution – an exercise that
I hope will be duplicated in classrooms
across the country. The recently re-
vamped education website for the
Monarchist League of Canada, offering
resources and discussion points for
Canadians, complements The Canadian
Monarchy booklet, which is a corner-
stone of this overall educational thrust.

In the short time since its introduc-
tion, the resource has been warmly re -

Monarchist League
Education Initiatives

SASKATCHEWAN LG LAUNCHES MONARCHIST LEAGUE’S
REVISED EDUCATIONAL WEBSITE

continued on the next page



ceived. The booklet was used during the
installation of Nova Scotia’s next Lieu -
tenant-Governor (Dr. Michael Jack son’s
passage on the provincial Crown was
read at the beginning of the ceremony)
with 60 copies distributed to young
cadets participating the event. The proto-
col office in Nova Scotia sees the booklet
as a tool they can use in their focus on
youth and education, and have since
order ed more copies. Other vice-regal
offices have placed orders – the Lieu -
tenant Governor of Prince Edward
Island’s office ordering 1000 copies!
Members of Parliament and Senators
from across the country have requested
booklets, ensuring a second printing
within a short time (not bad since our
initial printing was 10,000).

The Canadian Monarchy is a starting
point for a renewed push for proper edu-
cation of the Crown to Canadians. To

paraphrase Carl Sandburg: “When a soci-
ety or civilization perishes, one constant
can always be found: They forgot where
they came from.” We need to remind
people of our foundations.

A great thanks is owed to Dr. Michael
Jackson and Dr. Chris McCreery for their
contributions, Gavin Guthrie for his
beau tiful design and layout, and all of the
people – notably John Aimers – who
helped polish the dozen or so drafts
before the final booklet. This is an on-
going project that will evolve and devel-
op with the Crown – please pass on
errors, areas that need development, and
other improvements to me. Together we
can ensure this resource remains con-
temporary, accessible and relevant.

I would encourage members to circu-
late as many booklets as they can into
their communities. Local schools, offices,
libraries and other information centres
all should make use of such a resource.
The success of this project depends on
our ability to circulate it throughout
Canada. The sky is the limit!
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by Joshua Traptow
On September 22nd, 2006, my high

School, Bowness High (located in Cal -
gary, Alberta) celebrated its 50th An ni -
ver sary with an evening BBQ, attended

by over 1500! On behalf of the school I
sent invitations to various politicians and
public figures – our guests of Honour
were the Lieutenant Governor, the Hon
Norman L. Kwong and Her Honour Mrs.
Mary Kwong. I found out that hosting
the Queens Representative involves a ton
of work but in the end it was well worth
it!

A few days before the BBQ His Hon -
our’s Aide-de-Camp and security officer
visited the school to make sure all details
were in place – even that their Honours
don’t drink tea or coffee but boiled
water! The day of the BBQ I had the task
of ensuring that everything was ready for
their arrival at 6:00 pm. As host, I was
expected to meet them at the curb – I felt
nervous that I was going to forget the
protocol instructions – but I didn’t. I saw
a black Buick pull up with the flag of the
Lieutenant Governor: Their Honours
had arrived ...time for some butterflies in
my stomach. When Their Honours exit-
ed the car the Aide-de-Camp introduced
me, and on behalf of the students and
staff I welcomed them and told them
how grateful everyone was that they were
able to attend and help us to celebrate
our 50th Anniversary. As we were walk-
ing into the school I was surprised with

how much their Honours knew about it
and how they kept asking questions,
whether about the art work or rugby
mem orabilia displayed or the various
additions to the school.

When I had found out
in July that His Honour
had accepted our invita-
tion I also became aware
that my parents had gone
to William Aber heart
High School with their
son Greg. So after I had
introduced their Honours
to the special guests I
advised Mrs Kwong of
this, and her face just lit

up, calling across the room to His
Honour “Normie” who laugh ed and
remarked what a small world we live in.

Just before the program started, Their
Hon ours presented me with a pin, with
the crest of the Lieutenant Governor on
it, which I now wear at all of the Calgary
Branch’s Mon arch ist dinners and every
other important event I attend.

As we were walking out across the
grass to the outdoor stage our football
team in its green and gold uniforms had
lined up on both sides to provide a clear
path: I asked His Honour if these uni-
forms reminded him of his time playing

for the Edmonton Eskimos. At
the end of His Honour’s speech
he acknowledged his role as
HM’s representative in Alberta as
on behalf of The Queen he con-
gratulated our school on 50 years
of “Pride and Excellence.” Their
Honours then unveiled a plaque
commemorating Bow ness 50th
Anniversary. As everyone was
exiting the stage I asked Their
Hon ours if they would like to
meet my parents and they said of

course. So I motion ed my mom and dad
over to the stairs and introduced my par-
ents. Inside we had the official photo
taken of all the guests and their hosts
which now hangs in the library of the
school and then presented their Honours
with gifts and Bow ness 50th Anniversary
Books.

Hosting a vice-regal guest involves a
lot of planning; but it also creates a sense
of recognition and dignity that no politi-
cian or other figure can equal!

Calgary Youth Member Coordinates
Lieutenant Governor’s High School Visit

by Eugene Berezovsky
On November 4th, 2006, the Young

Monarchist Group met in Ottawa for its
3rd Annual Conference. It was the first
time the meeting was held outside of
Toronto and was certainly our most suc-
cessful to date. Some Toronto youth had
met for a Pub Night on August 19th, and
enthusiastically endorsed the project.

Under the guiding hands of Youth
Coordinators Eugene Berezovsky, Mon -

ica Cop and Ted Williams, the event
brought together young monarchists
under 30 years of age from across Canada
to the University of Ottawa to discuss the
future plans of the group and the direc-
tion of young monarchism in Canada.

The meeting heard presentations
from participants on a variety of im -
portant issues the Young Monarchist
Group is hoping to address. The League’s
Educa tion coordinator, Nathan Tidridge,
led the group in discussion about the
League’s new education programs and
new opportunities for reaching out to
younger Canadians in an effort to spread
understanding of the Canadian monar-
chy. The first versions of an education
website were unveiled and plans to make
major improvements to the League’s site
were discussed. In addition, Nathan
shared a proposed teaching aid for young
students in the elementary level showed
the evolution of the Canadian Crown
through its nearly 500 year long history.

The conference also heard from long
time member Brock Weir, who gave an
insightful and thorough presentation on

opportunities for campus monarchism
and campus print advertising. New
modes of outreach were a common
theme throughout the conference and
discussion focused on online opportuni-
ties such as social networking sites. This
part of the meeting, led by Ted Williams.
has already been em ploy ed to help YMG
members at universities stay in contact
with each other. Finally, the issue of out-
reach to new Canadians was also given

high priority and resulted in a new proj-
ect for the YMG. The plan is to create a
brief educational pamphlet ex plaining
the meaning and significance of Canada’s
Oath of Al legiance. This Oath, taken by
all new Canadians at their citizenship
ceremonies, is one of the strongest con-
nections millions of Canadians have with
their Crown. And yet it is still often mis-
understood for lack of clarity. In order to
reach as large and audience as possible
with this project, it was proposed the
pamphlet be translated in several lan-
guages.

The 2006 YMG Conference was a
major collaborative effort among many
individuals who contributed their time
and effort to bring all of the pieces
together as we undertook our bold move
to the nations capital. As special notes
mention is due to our Ottawa area mem-
bers who helped with billeting, site book-
ing and minute-taking. And we are of
course indebted to all our members to
who took time to come out to this
important annual meeting.

Education Focus for Young
Monarchist Meeting in Ottawa

Education...
continued from previous page
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BY THEIR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
The Monarchist League of Canada gratefully remembers those departed members whose bequests over the last

decade have assisted to provide for the maintenance of the League’s work across the Dominion of Canada whose

Sovereign they faithfully served in life and whose welfare they forgot not in death. R.I.P.

�

Ronald Roy Anger, Toronto, Ontario

William Atkinson, Ajax, Ontario

Walter Heslop Bilbrough, Toronto, Ontario

Ann Elizabeth Jean Brown, Orillia, Ontario

Kenneth Connolly, Stoney Creek, Ontario

Francis William Dollman, Victoria, British Columbia

William Vernon Goodfellow, Hamilton, Ontario

Ronald Powell Graham, Hamilton, Ontario

Reginald Gordon Harris, Kelowna, British Columbia

Isabel Louise Hill, Fredericton, New Brunswick

Ruth MacKay Kennedy, Halifax, Nova Scotia

James Milton MacDonald, Toronto, Ontario

Eileen Evelyn Parker, Calgary, Alberta

Natalie Platner, Markham, Ontario

Helen Ralston, Toronto, Ontario

Daniel Edward Sage, Corbeil, Ontario

Grace Smith, Toronto, Ontario

Murray W. Waterman, Calgary, Alberta

Elsie Wight, Ottawa & Toronto, Ontario

�

A prominent League member and benefactor, Mr. Alex Paton of Victoria, BC, has written a letter on the subject of wills,

which he kindly gave  permission for the League to circulate in any way that might be helpful. The Dominion Chairman

sent it, along with a covering letter from the League, to all Life Members and to major contributors. If you would like to

receive copies of this material, The Dominion Secretary would cheerfully send them to you on request. In his final para-

graph, the Chairman stated, “As I reflect on what,  to gether, we have accomplished over this last quarter-century and more,

 nothing would give me greater satisfaction than to know that some of our most dedicated members will wish to help continue

the work which we have  endeavoured to do in life.”

Make Sure The Work Goes On!

Members who would like to ensure the continuation of the work of the Mon archist League of Canada in the years ahead,

so that generations of the future may know the benefits of the Mon archy, are urged to consider the League’s needs in mak-

ing their wills. A suggested form of bequest, devised by the League’s Honorary Solicitor, is provided below.

I give and bequeath (or, in the case of real property: I give, devise and bequeath) to the Monarchist League of Canada

Incorporated, P.O. Box 1057, Oakville, Ontario L6J 5E9, the sum of __________ .
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The League’s Annual Accession Lun -
ch eon was held on Sunday, February 11,
in spacious surroundings of the Vanity
Fair Ballroom of Toronto’s Meridien
King Edward Hotel. Over 120 guests
attended, representing no less than 17
Ontario communities and Montreal!
Chaired by incoming Dominion Chair -
man Robert Finch, those present enjoyed
a goat cheese salad, coq au vin and
chocolate mousse meal. It was punctuat-
ed by the Loyal Toast, given by the sum-
mer’s Intern to the Lieutenant Governor
of Ontario, University of Ottawa student

Nigel Molaro. Guest speaker, the distin-
guished Jesuit historian Jacques Monet,
sj, challenged the crowd with his elo-
quent and original interpretation of the
role of the Crown in building “the New
Canada.” Fr Monet’s address will be pub-
lished in the next issue of CMN. Farewell
remarks by League Founder John Aimers
were met with a prolonged standing ova-
tion. Robert Finch then dismissed the
guests to the Evensong of Thanksgiving
for the Accession which was held across
the street at St James’ Cathedral in the
presence of The Lieutenant Governor.

2007 Accession Luncheon
Jacques Monet speaks to celebrants
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ROBERT FINCH APPOINTED
DOMINION CHAIRMAN

The Board of Directors has been
pleased to appoint Robert Finch as Dom -
inion Chairman, effective on Found ing

Day, February 23, 2007, the 37th An -
niver sary of the Founding of the League.

This past year, Robert has served as
the League’s Chief Operating Officer. He
first joined the Monarchist League of
Canada in 1998, and then acquired con-
siderable experience in its operations,
beginning in 1999 when he joined the
Executive Committee of the Hamilton &
District Branch. 2002 found him ap -
pointed Coordinator of the Dominion
Young Adult Monarchist group. He
became Dominion Vice-Chairman
(Branch Operations) in 2005. Bob will
continue to be assisted by fellow officers
Gavin Guthrie, Vice-Chairman for Politi -
cal Action, and Nathan Tidridge,
Education Coordinator.

Born 1977 in Burlington, Ontario,
Robert currently resides in Hamilton,
where he has recently become engaged to
his long-time girlfriend Monika. A grad-
uate of McMaster University (Business),
he works in the industrial marketing
field. He is a keen fan of the Hamilton
Tiger Cats.

GRAEME ROBERT TOWER
SORLEY 1933-2007

The Victoria Branch
lost its imaginative
Branch Chairman, long-
serving former Member -
ship Secretary, and great
friend with the death on
January 23rd of Graeme

Sorley. Born in Bermuda, educated at
Stowe and Cambridge, Graeme subse-
quently served with the Royal Dragoons
in Egypt, and then pursued a successful
career in the oil industry in the UK and
the USA before he came to Victoria for
an active retirement. An avid sailor, ten-
nis player, and chronicler of family histo-
ry, Graeme exuded positive energy. His
lifetime of loyalty to the Crown, deeply
felt, was expressed practically in thought-
ful planning and meticulous organiza-
tion. Thus it was in 2002 he received the
League’s Silver Badge of Service from
HRH Prince Michael of Kent. He faced
his final illness with characteristic cour -
age and unselfishness. In deed, I re ceived
a handwritten letter from Graeme just
weeks before his death, delighting in how
he had defied the doctors’ “predictions”
and so had been able to participate fully
in his son David’s wedding, and in two of
his children’s moves from Calgary and
Singapore. “I regret having effectively to
bow out of my Monarchist responsibili-

ties,” he wrote, “but that was a casualty of
my health, not of enthusiasm.” True
words, accounting for the respect with
which we extend sympathy to Brenda
and all Graeme’s family, as we mourn
with them the passing of a man of ster-
ling integrity, committed duty and pro-
found loyalty. JLA

NATHAN TIDRIDGE AWARDED
SILVER BADGE OF SERVICE

The Monarchist League has a modest
system of honours, consisting of a Gold
Badge of Service, limited to 10 living
badge-holders, for service at the Dom -
inion level; a Silver Badge of Service, for
service at the Branch or local level, or in
a specific endeavour; and Honorary Life
Memberships, usually awarded to non-
members for useful advocacy of the

Crown in their own professions. These
honours are awarded from time to time,
with one Silver Badge usually presented
each calendar year.

At the Accession Luncheon held in
Toronto on February 11, the Dominion
Chairman-designate, Robert Finch, had
the privilege of announcing the name of
a new honoree, who has been an active
League member since he was 16. His
career as a monarchist began with a
splash in the local newspapers, when he
demanded to know why his local public
library refused to hang a picture of
Canada’s Sovereign. More recently, as a
teacher in the public school system, his
explorations into the shockingly cavalier
treatment of the Monarchy on the part of
textbooks authorized for use in Ontario
schools has enlightened and disturbed
the Friends of the Canadian Crown. His
imaginative use of classroom materials
for his students led him to spearhead,
write and then have produced the
League’s outstanding new educational
booklet, The Canadian Monarchy, which
is enjoying national distribution. His
sense of appeal to contemporary Can -
adians is also reflected in the on-going
fresh re-design of a new and exciting edu-
cation section of the League’s web site.

Inexhaustible, enthusiastic and deeply
committed to the Canadian Crown, this
outstanding League member is managing
to renovate a farm house as he prepares
for his marriage to his childhood sweet-
heart Christine not long from now. So,
for his multiple contributions over many
years, and in expectation of his ebullient
spirit providing many more challenges
and opportunities for to the League over
the coming decades, the Silver Badge of
Service was awarded to Education
Coordinator, Nathan Tidridge, of Mill -
grove.

VHS CONVERSION IN
PROGRESS

Have you noticed your home video-
tapes beginning to deteriorate in quality?
The League found this happening to its
extensive and valuable collection of VHS
tapes, which are now being converted to
DVD format, thanks to the generosity of
Carleton University member Brock Weir.
A longtime member, Brock responded to
the League’s appeal for help in conserv-
ing some 200-300 hours of material.
Professional transferral would have cost a
minimum of $3000!

The collection falls into three main
categories: first, records of League events
such as the Ruby Jubilee Banquet with
King Michael and Queen Anna of
Romania; second, television interviews
with the Founder and other League
spokesmen; third, and largest in size, his-
toric films of Royal tours and occasions,
largely consisting of professionally-pro-
duced documentaries purchased by the
League to lend members during the hey-
day of the video loan library it operated
during the 1980’s and early 1990’s. It is
hoped that by summer, a complete col-
lection of DVD’s (which have a lengthy
lifetime) will be in the League’s posses-
sion, at which point it will be a simple
and inexpensive process to “burn” copies
for members wishing to purchase these
fascinating materials for home enjoy-
ment. In the meantime, a huge vote of
thanks is owed to Brock Weir!

NIGEL MOLARO: SUMMER
INTERN AT ONTARIO LG’S
OFFICE

Nigel Molaro, University of Ottawa
student, former House of Commons
Page and holder of the Caring Canadian
Award, was the Monarchist League’s 10th
summer intern in the Office of the
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Queen’s
Park. In late August, His Honour held a
Reception to thank Nigel for his service,
at which time the previous summer
intern – Eugene Berezovsky, who had
continued to work part-time in the vice-
regal suite over the last year – also took
leave of His Honour.

CONGRATULATIONS TO...
Richard Berthelsen, a protocol spe-

cialist who has worked both at Rideau
Hall and Queen’s Park, on his full-page
“Three for Thought” review of Royal
books featured this Autumn in The Globe
and Mail... former Dominion Officer Ven
Peter Hannen, who addressed members
of the Canadian Constitutional Club at
McGill University... Ken Lane, a Life
Member who is the proud owner and
operator of The Royal London Wax Mus -
eum. Ken never misses an opportunity to
celebrate the Canadian Crown and royal
heritage both in his popular attraction
and its newsletter Wax-Facts... Robert
McMullan of Toronto, Executive Direct -
or of Abbeyfield Houses Society of
Canada, who was recipient of a Royal
Patron’s Award for his devoted long serv-
ice to the Society, of which HRH The
Prince of Wales is Patron... Montreal
member Gary Sims, whose eloquent let-
ter commending Prince Harry’s bravery
on being deployed to Iraq was published
by the Gazette on February 26...

LEAGUE NOTES

Nathan Tidridge receives Badge of Service from
Robert Finch, Dominion Chairman-designate

Nigel Molaro at his desk in Ontario LG’s Office

Graeme Sorley

Farewell Reception Guests at Queen’s Park, l-r:
Jake Lindsay, Nic Horsfield, Nigel Molaro,
Eugene Berezovsky, Robert Finch

Vania Cecchin, Personal Assistant to His Hon -
our, is flanked by 9th and 10th Monarchist
League Interns

The Lieutenant Governor presents farewell gifts
to Nigel Molaro

Robert Finch, elected Dominion Chairman

CHEW AWAY AT
REPUBLICANISM

Join the Monarchist
League of Canada

Complimentary trial
memberships available
domsec@sympatico.ca

(800) I’M LOYAL
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�Victoria members were deeply sad-
dened by the death of their Chairman
and previously long-serving Member -
ship Secretary Graeme Sorley. A large
contingent attended Graeme’s funeral, at
which flowers from the Dominion
League had been arranged by Graeme’s
successor, Bill Blore. Bill’s executive team
was strengthened with the return to
office as Treasurer of past Chairman
Bruce Hallsor, who succeeded another
long-time devoted activist, Alex Paton. A
large celebration Lunch was held to hon-
our The Queen’s 80th Birthday, in addi-
tion to a Service of Thanksgiving ad -
dressed by Bruce Hallsor. The usual
Christmas Tea brought out a good con-
tingent of members, as well.
�Vancouver Chairman Keith Roy re -
ports that some 40 members, many of
whom were attending a League event for
the first time, enjoyed a Pub Night in the
Autumn. Proceedings featured a most
enjoyable Royalty Trivia Quiz, with an
assortment of suitable prizes!
�On November 25th, 2006 the Calgary
Branch held a service at St. John the
Evangelist Church to celebrate the 59th
Wedding Anniversary of The Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh. This was fol-

lowed by a well-attended dinner at which
Senator Dan Hays was the guest speaker.
Senator Hays serves as the Official Leader
of Opposition in the Senate and previ-
ously as Speaker of the Senate, 2001-
2006. Accession Day, February 6th, 2007,
found the Branch celebrating HM’s 55th
anniversary as Sovereign with a dinner at
the Kensington Legion, with special
guests His Honour, the Lieutenant Gov er -
nor of Alberta, the Honourable Norman L.
Kwong, CM, AOE and Her Honour Mrs.
Mary Kwong. The Branch’s deliberations
have been enriched by the appointment
to the executive of its first Youth Co -
ordinator, local high school student Josh
Traptow.
�North Saskatchewan members en joy -
ed their holiday Reception on December
30 at Saskatoon’s Mendel Art Gallery.
This was for many their first opportunity
to meet Their Honours, the Lieutenant

Governor of Saskatchewan and Mrs Barn -
hart, who mingled with guests after His
Honour announced his Patronage of the
Branch. The Branch is excited to wel-
come its new Chairman, Robin Mowat,
who succeeds Founding Chairman Nigel
Molaro who now makes his home in the
nation’s Capital where he is a student at
The University of Ottawa. Young Branch
volunteers Carmen Brown, Amber Parillo,
Trent Evaniksy, and Chairman Nigel
Molaro were guests at the installation of
Saskatchewan’s 20th Lieutenant Gover -
nor at the Saskatchewan Legislative
Build ing in August 2006. Their Honours
spoke briefly with the volunteers after the
ceremonies. In the Spring, Nigel had the
honour of being asked by then Lieu -
tenant Governor Lynda Haverstock to
emcee her Luncheon tendered on the
occasion of the first official visit of Their
Excellencies, the Governor General of
Canada and M. Jean-Daniel LaFond.
Nigel bid the Governor General farewell
in fluent French, stating, “Vos Excellences,
merci infiniment d’avoir passé un après-
midi avec nous. Votre visite en province et
votre engagement à la Couronne ainsi qu’à
tous les Canadiens est fortement apprécié.
Nous admirons l’enthousiasme avec lequel

vous avez assumé votre nouveau rôle en
tant que représentante de la Reine. Nous
espérons que la Saskatchewan pourra de
nouveau vous accueillir dans un avenir
proche.”
�Winnipeg Branch members were de -
lighted to participate in The Lieutenant
Governor’s Birthday Party honouring Her
Majesty The Queen’s 80th!
�At the annual Accession Sunday
Luncheon, attended by over 120 mem-
bers from several Ontario Branches,
Toronto participants were especially
pleas ed to join the crowd in saluting the
94th birthday of long-time member Lena
Pickup, whose daughter Felicity was pres-
ent. Though unable to attend herself,
Lena was delighted to hear of the upcom-
ing tribute when the Dominion Chair -
man had called on her at her apartment a
few days previously to convey the good
wishes of League members. Incoming
Dominion Chairman Robert Finch ad -
dress ed the Toronto Branch’s AGM in
January. Earlier in the Autumn the
Branch’s programme had featured a par-
ticularly interesting lecture on the Thai

Monarchy by Doreen Vanini. The Dom -
inion League organized its second an nual
Christmas Party at a pub the week pre-
ceding the holiday... a good time was had
by all.
�Sylvia Cook, Hamilton Branch Chair -
man, reports that she and her team who
mounted and then manned a League
booth at the city’s “British Show” in Feb -
ruary were “overwhelmed” by the interest
and response of the crowd. “We could
hardly keep up with placing elastic bands
around the free pictures of The Queen we
were handing out,” Sylvia said, reflecting
on the more than 600 colour lithos dis-
tributed, along with a car-trunk full of
other League materials, during the three-
day event, which attracted a number of
new volunteers and rejuvenated the
Branch. In the Fall, the Branch arranged
for a plaque “Celebrating Queen Eliza -
beth II 80th Birthday” to be affixed to a
bench in Bayfront Park, close to the
Branch’s Jubilee Tree, which has appar-
ently now grown quite tall!
�The Dominion Chairman joined
Belle ville members in feting the 90th

BRANCH NEWS
Calgary, N. Saskatchewan, Winnipeg, Montreal & Northumberland members welcome their respective Lieutenant Governors

Manitoba Monarchists sharing Queen’s 80th
Birthday celebrate with Lieutenant Governor
John Harvard and Branch Chairman Darcie
von Axelstierna

Hamilton Branch’s 80th Birthday Tribute

Senate Speaker Daniel Hays with Youth Co -
ordinator Joshua Traptow at Calgary Branch
Dinner

London Branch co-Chairman Sandra Barker, joined by past Chairman Al Boyd and Branch
Treasurer Eleanor Pearce, presents Luncheon Proceeds to Wellspring London Cancer Support Centre.

Quebec Lieutenant Governor Lise Thibault is assisted by St John the Evangelist Rector Fr Keith
Schmidt in cutting Queen’s 80th Birthday Cake after Mass of Thanksgiving in Montreal

The Lieutenant Governor chats with guests at
League Christmas Reception in Saskatoon

Retiring N. Saskatchewan Branch Chairman
Nigel Molaro, Laurel Gillis and Her Honour
Mrs Barnhart listen to the Lieutenant Gov er -
nor’s remarks



birthday which past branch Chairman
and doughty loyalist Raymond Gunsolus
celebrated in February.
�Members in Ottawa were saddened by
the death just before Christmas of long-
time loyalist and Branch Executive mem-
ber LCol Paul Dunseath. Paul was also a
former Commanding Officer of the Gov -
ernor General’s Foot Guards. The Branch
bade an affectionate and grateful farewell
to its departing Chairman, the long-serv-
ing Leo Regimbal, and welcomed new
Chairman Allan Jones, formerly the
Branch Secretary.
�Many members in Montreal attended
a Mass of Thanksgiving for The Queen’s
80th birthday, held at the Church of

St John the Evangelist in the gracious
 presence of Mme Lise Thibault, Lieu -
tenant Governor. Branch Chairman Doug
Dalton was interviewed by media about
the ongoing popularity of the Monarch
in Quebec.
�On November 23, over 60 Nor th -
umber land, NS, Branch members led by
their indefatigable Chairman Olive Pastor
joined in welcoming Nova Scotia’s new -
ly-installed Lieutenant Governor, HH
Mayann Francis, who spoke at the
Branch Luncheon held at the Braeside
Inn, Pictou. A Christmas Party followed
just a few weeks later, and the busy mem-
bers were anticipating their February
Bake Sale.
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Northumberland Branch welcomes Hon Mayann Francis, Nova Scotia’s new Lieutenant Governor,
at Autumn Reception. Her Honour is flanked (l-r) by Branch Secretary Joan MacPhail, Secretary-
Treasurer Sharon Holmes, Chairman Olive Pastor and Hazel Roddam, Chaplain

BRANCH NEWS

by Joseph Hagger
On July 20 last

sum mer, as I stood in
front of the Grand
Entrance to Buck ing -
ham Palace with my
radiant 80 year old
mother on my arm, I
had to think to myself

– what an honour this is. With my step-
father and partner joining my mother
and me, our invitations from the Lord
Chamberlain’s Office, personal entry
cards and photo id in hand, we formed
queues with the other approximately
8,000 invited guests in the Quad rangle to
enter the Gardens. Cameras are not
allowed as photography is not permitted
in the Palace or the Gardens.

Now you might wonder how we came
to be invited in the first place. The credit
must go to my mother Florence Hagger,
of Sudbury, Ontario, born exactly the
same day as Her Majesty on April 21st,
1926. I wrote to the Queen at Christmas
time asking if her Majesty would send
my mother birthday greetings as they
shared the occasion. The Queen’s Lady-
in-waiting replied stating that this is not
the normal procedure as the Queen only
acknowledges 100th birthdays and 60th
anniversaries; however there could be ex -
ceptions this year for persons sharing the
birthday of Her Majesty. Lo and be hold
by registered mail from Buck ing ham
Palace my mother received the most
beautiful card from, and signed by, the
Queen on the day before their shared
80th birthdays.

At the end of January I also wrote to
Her Excellency the Governor General
and asked if in view of the shared birth-
day, we could receive an invitation to the
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace in
London. An assistant to Her Excellency
toldme to apply through the Canadian
High Commission, London, via Anne
Stewart, the Social Secretary. I e-mailed
her immediately and Miss Stewart pro-
vided me with the necessary applica-
tions. After approximately 2 weeks our
ap plications and security checks were ap -
proved and our journey began, a memo-
rable experience, not just for my 80 year
old mother and her husband, but us as
well.

From the Quadrangle we pass
through two ground floor rooms of the
Palace. The art work, tapestries and fur-
nishings leave you in awe. As one enters
the Terrace and proceeds down the steps
into the Gardens one is immediately

taken by a 40 acre spectacle, including a
lake and island in the middle. Flower gar-
dens, decorative flowering trees and
shrubs stand out against the crisp white-
ness of the main, diplomatic and Royal
tea tents. Ladies wear day dress with a hat
while gentleman are attired in morning
or lounge suits or business dress. Seating
is obviously limited for such a crowd but
we were able to secure two shaded chairs
for my mother and her husband to the
left of the Royal tent, with good view of
all the Members of the Royal Family in
attendance. This was a plus indeed as
London was experiencing a heat wave!

Two military bands play music alter-
nately throughout the afternoon. We
were served lemonade, and invited to
join the queues forming in front of the
Main tea tent to enjoy the magnificent
display of finger sandwiches (cucumber
and watercress, cheddar cheese and
tomato, egg salad, and smoked salmon),
cakes and biscuits being provided with
tea, cold coffee latte and apple and pear
juice, as well as ice cream from The
Queen’s own dairy farm. We were all very
impressed with the organization, effi-
ciency and attention to detail: not an easy
task when feeding 8,000 guests.

Yeoman of the Guard in their bright
red uniforms position themselves a -
mongst the crowds. At exactly 4:00 p.m.
the National Anthem announces the
arrival of Her Majesty on the Terrace
Steps. She is radiant in yellow, and ac -
companied by the Duke of Edinburgh,
Princess Anne the Princess Royal, Prince
Edward and Sophie the Earl and Count -
ess of Wessex, Prince Michael of Kent
and Princess Alexandra. Gentlemen at
Arms then form lanes for the Queen and
Members of the Royal Family to move
and mingle through the guests as they
make their way to the Royal tea tent
where the Queen entertains dignitaries
and ambassadors from various Com -
mon wealth countries. We enjoyed our
clear view of Margaret Thatcher and
Dame Vera Lynn as guests in the Royal
Tent.

At 6:00 p.m. the Queen and Members
of the Royal Family return to the State
Apartments. Unfortunately the Queen
did not pass near enough to us to speak
as she arrived or departed but just the
honour of being in her presence and in -
vited guests to the Palace sufficed for this
once in a life time event. If there was any
downside to the day it was only the one
and a half hour queue for taxis as guests
departed!

Toronto Member at
Palace Garden Party

LEAGUE DIRECTORY
The Monarchist League of Canada

WEB SITE: www.monarchist.ca

Memberships, renewals and general inquiries
Secretariat-General:
PO Box 1057, Oakville, ON L6J 5E9
(800) I’M LOYAL – domsec@sympatico.ca
Dominion Chairman: Robert Finch
(905) 912-0916 – chiefopo@monarchist.ca
Dominion Vice-Chairman, Political Action:
Gavin Guthrie – polaction@monarchist.ca
Education Coordinator:
Nathan Tidridge – education@monarchist.ca

Branches (B) and
Contact Groups (C)

(C) Newfoundland: (Acting):
Jean Lewis (709) 722-1239

(B) Halifax, Nova Scotia:
Matt Godwin (902) 864-7959
godwin_matthew@hotmail.com

(C) Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia:
Peter & Lucy Traves (902) 798-3389
ltraves@ca.inter.net

(B) Pictou County, Nova Scotia:
William James Palmer (902) 752-6385
w.palmer@ns.sympatico.ca

(B) Northumberland, Nova Scotia:
Olive Pastor (902) 485-6614
o.pastor@ns.sympatico.ca

(C) South-West Nova, Nova Scotia:
Prof. Lester Bartson (902) 245-4490
Cherryhill1767@ns.sympatico.ca

(B) Saint John, New Brunswick:
Marjorie Harrison (506) 832-3033
corgi@nb.sympatico.ca

(C) Sussex / King’s County, New Brunswick:
Prudence Preeper (506) 432-6713

(C) Quebec City Region:
Very Revd. Walter Raymond
(418) 694-1358 wraymond@ogs.net

(C) Montreal, Québec: Dr. Douglass Dalton
(514) 845-5908 ddalton@videotron.ca

(B) Ottawa, Ontario:
Allan Jones
allanejones@rogers.com
Major Leon Regimbal (613) 866-6357
chairman.ottawa_mlc@rogers.com
Paul Benoit (Media Inquiries)
(613) 747-7947 paulbenoit@rogers.com

(B) Kingston, Ontario:
Mrs Marlene McCracken (613) 389-0295
marlenemccracken@hotmail.com

(B) Belleville, Ontario:
Eric Camolese (613) 392-8019
errickcamolese@sympatico.ca

(C) Peterborough, Ontario:
Branch Secretary: Marjorie Sheppard
greenworld@sympatico.ca

(C) Barrie-Simcoe, Ontario:
Major John Fisher (705) 739-7604
majjrfisher@rogers.com

(B) Toronto, Ontario:
Beth Clarke beth13@sympatico.ca

(B) Hamilton & District, Ontario:
Mrs Sylvia Cook (905) 574-7110
scook@quickclic.net

(C) Niagara Region, Ontario:
Calvin Arnt (905) 938-1776
americantory@cogeco.ca

(B) Guelph-Grand River, Ontario:
Martin Vierula (519) 884-8017
mhsvierula@canada.com

(B) University of Waterloo, Ontario:
Matt Bondy m_bondy@hotmail.com
mjbondy@artsmail.uwaterloo.ca

(B) Wilfred Laurier University,
Waterloo, Ontario
James Mackness (519) 884-2932

(B) London, Ontario:
Fr. Gordon Maitland (519) 645-7518
gmaitland@sympatico.ca
Sandra Barker (519) 673-0354
ajbsjb@sympatico.ca

(C) Windsor, Ontario:
Christopher Lucki
(519) 966-5145 clucki@hotmail.com

(C) NW Ontario: Capt. David Ratz
(807) 939-2298 dratz@vianet.ca

(B) Winnipeg, Manitoba: Darcie Axelstierna
(204) 775-5121 darcie_d@yahoo.com

(B) Regina & S. Saskatchewan:
Fr. Derek Nicholls (306) 949-8690
dereknicholls@sasktel.net

(B) Saskatoon & N. Saskatchewan:
Robin Mowat (306) 343-5883
robin.mowat@usask.ca

(B) Calgary, Alberta: Rev. R.S.H. Greene
(403) 270-7557 greenefr@cadvision.com

(B) Northern Alberta: Capt. Troy G. Steele
(780) 420-8226 rhq_salh@hotmail.com

(C) Vancouver, British Columbia:
Keith Roy (604) 261-8781 or
(604) 454-4219 (cell) keith@keithroy.com

(B) Victoria, British Columbia:
Bill Blore (250) 656-0853
alfredblore@shaw.ca

(C) Central Vancouver Island,
British Columbia: Harry Weatherley
(250) 752-1051 pathar@telus.net

(B) Courtenay-Comox Valley,
British Columbia:
Jesse Scott (250) 338-6846
brijes@shaw.ca

Monarchist Youth Coordinators
Ted Williams – t_tedward@hotmail.com
Eugene Berezovsky –

bond7man@hotmail.com
Monica Cop – mizz_cop@hotmail.com
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YOUR OPINION WANTED
Two major events are just over the horizon

for which advance planning must begin now!

The 40th Anniversary of the Founding of the
Monarchist League of Canada, 1970-2010

~
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012

~
Please use the space below to write your imaginative suggestions as to how
the League should consider celebrating both events, and what projects all
levels of government should undertake to mark the historic occasion of

Her Majesty’s 60 years on the Throne.

POST your thoughts to PO Box 1057, Oakville, ON L6J 5E9

or E-MAIL them to domsec@sympatico.ca

SUGGESTIONS FROM: __________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________Postal Code: ____________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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FOUR GENERATIONS ROYAL FAMILY
SOUVENIR STAMP PANE DIRECT IMPORT
FROM UK – 100 only available
The British Post Office’s Tribute to The Queen
Mother’s 100th: A full-colour pane (121 X 89 mm)
bearing four perforated stamps featuring The Queen
Mother, The Queen, The Prince of Wales and Prince
William. Includes information card and special enve-
lope.
MC 179 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 each

JUBILEE PHOTO POSTER OF THE QUEEN
The Official Canadian Portrait of The Queen, high-
quality colour lithograph on heavy stock, suitable for
foam-core mounting or framing, and presenting to a
student, school, fire hall, library or any community
centre which lacks or needs an updated picture. We
charge you only the cost of the mailing tube and
postage.
MC 187 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 for one poster,
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 for each additional poster

DO NOT ADD POSTAGE & PACKING CHARGES FOR THIS ITEM

THE SUBJECT’S GRAB BAG
Surprise assortment of low-stock or dated sales
items worth  several times the price!
MC24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 the assortment

LEAGUE ARMORIALS:
A full-colour rendering of the Grant of Arms from the
Crown to the Monarchist League of Canada, and
blazon, with descriptive notes reverse, on quality
matte stock, as enclosed in the Winter, 2000
Canadian Monarchist News.
MC 164 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 each

QUEEN OF
CANADA
STICKERS
Sheet of 30 stickers
with two Canadian pho-
tos of The Queen.
REDUCED TO CLEAR
MC145 50¢ each, 10 sheets for $3.00,
25 sheets for $6.00

LEAGUE PEN
A 30th Anniversary League click ballpoint pen in
navy with gold lettering and furnishings. Boxed.
MC 172 . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.00 each, six for $22.00

LEAGUE
FLAGS

Faithful to design granted in the League’s
Armorial Bearings, including the use of the Royal
Crown approved by Her Majesty The Queen, pro-
duced by The Flag Shop in gold and crimson.
Larger sizes for indoor/outdoor display in lus-
trous 200-denier nylon, finished with sleeve.
Table/  Mantelpiece size in 70-denier nylon, comes
with black stick and igloo-style black base.

MC 186 Table/Mantelpiece Flag with base
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.00 each,
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 for $50.00

MC 187 Large Flag 3 ft X 5.25 ft
with grommets
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90.00 each

MC 188 Medium Flag 2 ft X 3.5 ft
with or without grommets (specify)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $65.00 each

Useful & Decorative

Postage
& handlingAdd postage, handling and insurance as follows:

15% to total cost of order, min. $2.00, max. $15.00
USA $10.00 extra – Overseas $20.00 extra

MAIL ORDERS TO:
P.O. Box 1057,
Oakville, Ontario,
Canada
L6J 5E9

Specify number and
quantity of each item
• Include postage
• Enclose cheque

or money order
• All prices include

the 6% GST

How Item Price
many number

Description
each

TOTAL

TOTAL
ENCLOSED

Name ___________________________________

________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Prov. _________________________________________________________________

Postal Code _____________________________________________________

Sales for Subjects

FULL COLOUR PITKIN BOOKLETS –
Direct Import from U.K.

We offer revised “packages” of these popular full-
colour booklets, produced on glossy paper,
crammed with photographs and with texts written
by experts in their fields.

MC 4A ROYAL PALACES & PEOPLE (4 booklets):
Royal Palaces, Windsor Castle, Bucking ham Palace
& Britain’s Kings & Queens....
. . . . . . . . . . . . $28.00 the package (or $8.00 each)

MC 4B TOWER, HORSE & MINIATURES (3
booklets): HM Tower of London, Royal Mews &
Queen Mary's Doll House...
. . . . . . . . . . . . $21.00 the package (or $8.00 each)

MC 4C SUCCESSION & CORONATION (3
booklets): Royal Line of Succession, Crown Jewels
& Coronation Ritual, and Westminster Abbey...
. . . . . . . . . . . . $21.00 the package (or $8.00 each)

MC 4D SCOTTISH HERITAGE (3 booklets):
Scotland’s Kings & Queens, Scottish Tartans &
Castles of Scotland...
. . . . . . . . . . . . $21.00 the package (or $8.00 each)

ROYAL PAPER DOLL BOOK
Splendid gowns, crowns and paper uniforms – ready
to be coloured and cut out – beautifully produced,
ideal gift for all ages.

MC38A Royal Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00
MC38B Henry VIII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00
MC38C Elizabeth I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00
MC38D Kings and Queens of Great Britain $6.00

CANADIAN
HERALDIC
PRIMER
A whimsical yet thorough treat -
ment of the art and science of
Canadian Heraldry, copiously
illustrated.
CMN 183 . . . . . . . . . $12.95 each

QUEEN ELIZABETH THE
QUEEN MOTHER 1900-2002

A lavishly-illustrated large-sized soft-cover volume
by the well-known Arthur Bousfield and Garry Toffoli,
who give a Can adian perspective on a sovereign
who created and cultivated a special relationship
with Canada, and in whose life Canada always
played an important part. The authors analyze Her
Majesty’s successes and failures, both public and
private, against the background of a century of vio-
lent disruption, material achievement, and incredible
change.
MC 190 special discount price . . . . . . . . . . $16.00

Books, Booklets & Videos
99th Birthday Tribute to Queen Mother
“WOMAN OF THE CENTURY” BOOK –
Direct Import from UK
The Daily Telegraph’s tribute to the Common wealth’s
most beloved figure, introduced with an essay by
noted Royal authority Hugh Mass ing berd, together
with a photographic account of The Queen Mother’s
life with deft and witty captions.
MC 162 REDUCED. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00

VIDEO: LEAGUE ARMS PRESENTATION
Highlights of Arms Presentation and Celebration of
Monarchist League’s 30th Anniversary, Toronto,
Accession Day 2000: The Lieutenant Governor,
Niagara Herald, Dominion Chairman, Michael Valpy,
John Fraser, Col. Strome Galloway – a day to
remember! Unedited speeches at end of highlights
tape.
MC 165 . . . . . . . VHS TAPE $5.00 each TO CLEAR

COST OF THE CANADIAN CROWN
The League’s comprehensive 3rd triennial survey,
issued in 2005, reveals the cost of the Canadian
Monarchy is about $1.54 annually per person.
Excellent for distribution to friends, students, col-
leagues and argumentative debaters!
MC 176 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 each

QUEEN MOTHER
THIMBLE –

Direct
import
from UK

Delicate bone china thimble with gold rim, bearing
same colour portrait and inscription as MC 177
MC 178 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.00 each

Commemoratives

LEAGUE EDUCATIONAL BOOKLET
The new full–colour 36-page pamphlet about
Canada’s Crown, ideal for distribution to young
and new Canadians, your family, friends, work
colleagues and neighbours
MC 197 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 each,

six for $5.00

POSTCARDS — ROYAL COLLECTION
Assortment of Royal postcards from our changing
portfolio.
MC9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 cards for $2.50

LEAGUE POSTCARD
The League’s own postcard of The
Queen of Canada, taken in Victoria
during HM’s 1994 homecoming.
REDUCED TO CLEAR . . . . . . . . . 
MC143 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 for $1

25 for $2

ROYAL POSTCARD PACK
Direct Import from National Portrait Gallery, London,
includes 7 cards on high-quality white stock: two
portraits of Prince Charles (Hackney & Orhan); one
each of The Princess Royal (Ward), The Queen
Mother (Kelly), Lord Mountbatten, Queen Victoria
presenting Bibles (Barker) and a Karsh photo of HM
& Prince Philip with grandchildren.
MC 154. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 cards for $4.00

PRINCE
WILLIAM
MC 182 cut-out head
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50 each

WONNASCOTT
ROYAL FAMILY
PORTRAIT
Direct import from National Gallery,
UK, depicting four generations of
The Royal Family
MC 183. . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 each,
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 for $5.00

LEAGUE
NOTECARDS

4 3⁄8" x 5 3⁄4" (111 x 146 mm)
all-oc casion note cards
bear the League’s Coat of
Arms in full colour on a
high-quality glossy stock,
matte on inside for easy
writing. Shrink-wrapped
pack ages with matching
envelopes. An ideal gift !

MC 189 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00 package of six
MC 189A . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 two packages of six

LEAGUE TIE
This necktie is of conservative
width, woven in silky polyester
and bears the Shield of the
League’s Armorials on a navy
field.
MC170. . . . . . . $40.00 each

LEAGUE PIN
A colour enamel badge
bearing the shield of the
League’s Arms, and a prop-
er safety catch. Individually
bagged in plastic.
MC171. . . . . $7.00 each

Postcards & Stationery

Clothing & Jewellery

10 free League postcards (MC 143)
with every $20 of purchases (before shipping).
Simply write FREE LEAGUE CARDS
in box and in price box, NIL

SPECIAL
BONUS
FEATURE

Canadian Symbols Kit/Chart
A SYMBOLS OF CANADA booklet with activity
sheets explaining our National Symbols – Coats
of Arms, stamps, coins, foliage, flags, floral
emblems. It includes the CANADIAN SYMBOLS
CHART – a beautiful colour double sided Poster
which combines all symbols: ideal for framing or
dry mount. A must for every member to use &
distribute.
MC149 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 each

DIRECT FROM UK:
Limited supply

PRINCE WILLIAM
21st BIRTHDAY STAMPS

Issued by Royal Mail on June 17, 2004 featuring
four recent photos of William
PRESENTATION PACK: Folder contains the 4
stamps together with, short biography, 21 pho-
tos of William and his Arms
MC 191 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00 the pack
STAMP STRIP: The 4 William stamps alone
MC 192 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.50 the strip

CORONATION ANNIVERSARY STAMPS
STAMP PANE Issued by Royal Mail, a pane of
10 stamps: 5 in colour illustrating the Service, 5
in b&w depicting UK celebrations
MC 193 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 the pane

CORONATION POSTCARDS
Each of the 10 stamps above presented on
standard-size postcard
MC 194 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.50 the set
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THE BACK PAGE
This feature is the League’s new notice board, a better use of its prominent position than
the “Sales for Subjects” section, which now appears overleaf. Watch THE BACK PAGE in
each issue for interesting announcements, offers and action projects.

CAN’T FIND QUEEN STAMPS?
HERE’S THE SOLUTION!
Canada Post has issued a permanent first-class letter rate defini-
tive bearing The Queen’s picture. But non-CP owned outlets
(such as your corner store) may sometimes not stock them. You
may find it easier to obtain these pre-gummed stamps in book-
lets of 10 by ordering on-line or phone from Shop Canada Post.
On-line: www.shopcanadapost.ca (Visa, Master card and
American Express cards accepted.) For ordering, information or
assistance, call toll-free at (866) 607-6301. If you telephone, the
SKU number for the Queen’s stamp booklet is 111177, and the
cost is $5.20 each – delivery is free for orders over $25, so order
five or more booklets today and end your shopping frustrations!

BRITISH JOURNALIST
SEEKS YOUR EXPERTISE
I am a British journalist working on a book and TV
programme about trees planted by HM Queen Elizabeth
II. Obviously they are all over the world, and since HM
has made 23 visits to Canada since 1959, I imagine
there are number in your country. For example I know
that one was planted in Coronation Park, Edmonton in
July 1959. Do you know of any others, please? Reply to:
walbert@ntlworld.com

HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT...
The League has thrown away its two postage meters. Well, actually, we’ve
returned them to Pitney Bowes. They were convenient – and we liked our
advertising slug and logo – “Monarchy is the best policy.” However, the price
of rental and filling was climbing to absurd levels. And many Monarchists
wrote to ask why did we not follow our own advice and use Queen stamps?
We listened. We acted. We saved $2000 of your gifts for a more useful pur-
pose! Thus, as of December 1 of last year, all first-class mailings from the
Dominion Secretariat now proudly bear Queen’s stamps! Thank you for
your encouragement – and your patience as we made the transition!

SEND YOUR THOUGHTS ON
CANADIAN IDENTITY & THE
CROWN TO JASON KENNEY
In the recent cabinet shuffle, the Prime Minister named
Calgary MP Jason Kenney, an outspoken supporter of the
Monarchy, as Minister charged with responsibility for
Canadian Identity. Whether you are Tory, Grit, NDP or Green,
here’s your non-partisan opportunity to write the Minister
with your thoughts on how the Crown can be used creatively
to enhance Canadian values, institutions and pride. Send
your ideas and comments in one of the following ways:

BY MAIL: The Hon Jason Kenney, PC, MP,
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

BY EMAIL: Kenney.J@parl.gc.ca

BY FAX: (613) 992-1920 or (403) 225-3504

What Has The League Done?
Order Our New Chronology
The Monarchist League of Canada has recently published a
four-page booklet outlining highlights of our history and
accomplishments. This is a great recruiting tool – you will be
surprised and pleased as you read this breezily-written summary
of our achievements! Order your complimentary copy by emailing
your request, together with your name and postal address, to –
domsec@sympatico.ca or  simply leave the same information
on our toll-free line at (800) I’M LOYAL.

New Education Section on
the League Website: An Action
Suggestion in Four Easy Steps
� Run to your computer – or use one at the local library or

belonging to a friend

� Check out the new “Learning About the Canadian Crown”
section at www.monarchist.ca/education

� Forward the web address above to 10 friends who have children
or who are teachers

� Repeat with fresh names as often as possible

Colour Litho Poster of Queen–FREE!
The Hamilton Branch recently could scarcely keep up with the
demand, giving away over 600 of these beautiful photo -
graphic portraits of The Queen at its booth in a recent
exposition. Isn’t there a library, fire hall, Legion Hall or school
in your community which needs an up-to-date picture to
assert our pride and Canadian identity? Look on reverse of
this page to find this item listed on our SALES FOR SUBJECTS
page. It’s available at no charge: you pay only the cost of
shipping and handling.


